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we 
Alone 


By Adelaide Addison Pollard 


LONE. He walked, a servant's semblance bearing, 
Although the multitude about him thronged. 
Alone, alene! His nearest understood not 
The utter homage that to him belonged. 


Alone he called,—oh, tender, tireless pleading ! 
To men who scorned the dreary, death-marked way. 
Alone, alone, he wept,—oh, tears of Jesus! 
O’er wilful, blinded ones who chose to stray. 


Alone he prayed,—oh, life laid down for others, 
In love’s great, sacrificial ministry ! 
Alone, alone, he knelt amid the shadows! 
The world slept on! He prayed—for you, for me! 


Alone, by friend and flatterer forsaken, 
The sent Lamb of God was crucified. 
Alone, alone—for our transgressions stricken— 
Reviled, guilt-covered in our stead, he died! 


Alone, he rose in holiness resistless ; 
Alone, ascended to his Father's side ; 

Alone, alone, he comes, “ with clouds" descending, 
To take his waiting, watching, suff'ring Bride. 


But when at last, his soul’s long travail over, 
He sits triumphant on his blood-bought throne, 

She shall be with him in his exaltation— 
Through endless ages nevermore alone ! 








Time to Make Plans 


Plan-making is going on to-day as never before 
in the history of the world. The Kaiser’s plans,— 
who can guess what a feverish round of planning is 
going on in‘that distracted mind? The Allies’ plans~ 
plans for a patient, persevering, indomitable carrying 
through of such a campaign as the layman_ cannot 
conceive of; to win this war at any cost of life and 
resources. -And the Jews: their leaders, iri the vari- 
ous Zionist Societies on both sides of the Atlantic, 
are planning for Israel’s political futuré as they have 
not-done since the time of the Maccabees. Is it any 


wonder, then, that a God-led Christian worker among 
the Jews, Mrs. T. C. Rounds, Superintendent of the 
Chicago Hebrew Mission, whom 
bring many of the lost sheep of the house of Israel 
safely into the fold and body of their Messiah-Christ, 
recently wrote to the Editor: “I believe that now is 
the time to strike for Israel. The political world is 
full of pee for her future, and why should not the 


spiritual world be much more interested and con- 
cerned, that everything possible be done to gather in 
the ‘remnant according to the election’ ?” e Chris- 


tians, who know the Jews’ Messiah as they them- 
selves do not know him, we who have in their Jesus 
the only way of life, are responsible for calling out 
unto salvation every Jew we can reach while yet 
there is time before “the time of Jacob’s trouble” 
(Jer, 30:7) strikes,—that terrible time of tribula- 
tion such as has not: been from the beginning of the 
world until: now (Matt. 24:21). In all our plans 
are we obeying Christ’s commandment and putting 


“the Jew first” 
“a” 


What “the Blues” Mean 


It is sinful to have the blues. Yes, just unadul- 
terated, old-fashioned, inexcusable, black-hearted sin. 
When we stop to think what the blues are made up of, 
the sin is evident. A chemist who has recently found 
Christ as his whole life and victory and joy writes to 
a friend: “A Christian should never be blue. Green 
ignorance and yellow.fear and cowardice compose it. 
the Gospel and faith will cure it instantly.” This 
chemist has rightly analyzed the ingredients of 
spiritual blues. A person cannot be rejoicing and be 
blue at the same time. God gives the Christian a 
simple and unmistakable commandment: “Rejoice 
in the Lord always” (Phil. 4:4). But we cannot re- 
joice, or be joyful, by our will-power; joy is beyond 
the power of any human being to accomplish or pro- 


we 


God has used to - 


duce; it is wholly supernatural; it is part of “the 
fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22), therefore can be 
produced or brought into existence in a human life 
only by God himself. But it will be produced in- 
stantly by the Holy Spirit in the life of any Chris- 
tian who “lets go and lets God,” resting by simple 
faith in the sufficiency of Christ to meet our every 
need, even our need of joy. As we accept the whole 
of the Gospel—the Good News—by faith, our green 
ignorance and our yellow fear are instantly dispelled 
by the glory of the radiance of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness shining in us. If Christ is always trustworthy, 
then blues are never necessary, and joy is always 


possible. 
x 
Using the Sword at Home 


Home is the place to learn how to use the Sword 
of the Spirit. In Deuteronomy 6, following the giv- 
ing of ‘the commandments, Israel is directed, “thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children and shalt 
talk of them ... in thy house.” Over against the 
word “teach” in the margin of the Bagster Bible are 
given the alternate words, “whet” or “sharpen.” It 
is in Christian homes that children shotld learn to 
fence with the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of 
God, which is “sharper than any two-edged sword.” 
It is a more wonderful weapon than King Arthur’s 
magic “Excalibur.” Do not think your child is too 
young to take it in hand. It is a great mistake, as 
H. Clay Trumbull pointed out in his “Hints on Child 
Training,” to think that a child cannot “take in the 
great truths concerning God’s nature, and. the scope 
of God’s power, as fully as a theologian can take 
them in.” The teacher of the Elementary grades in 
the Sunday-school needs the co-operation of parents, 
and Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin shows .in this Ele- 
mentary Number of The Sunday School Times how it 
can be given. 


be 4 


What Is It to Confess Christ’s Name? 


HAT are we to confess concerning Christ? 
W That is a question of the very first impor- 

tance. Confession is a natural and necessary 
expression of faith, It exerts a powerful influence on 
faith and the spread of faith in the world. A man 
never confidently believes till he confesses. Till a 
man confesses he fever truly honors his Lord nor 
enters on the vast career of influence for which he 
was made, It is of supreme importance, then, to con- 
fess ; but it is of no less importance to confess rightly. 

In ail such matters the Scriptures are our teachers. 
They contain the call to faith and confession. They 
contain the clear revelation of what the substance of 
a true confession is. The substance of a true con- 
fession is Jesus Christ, and what we are to confess 
concerning Christ is his name. 

What is Christ’s “name”? What is God’s “name”? 
Are they simply designations? Names to us often 
mean no more than that, They are vocal sounds to 
which persons answer, familiar titles by which they 
are called. Yet not always. An Indian mother takes 
a child to the door of the tepee, the rain dashes a few 
drops into its face, and from that time the child is 
called “Rain-in-the-Face.” Another child has an en- 
counter with a snake, and from the selfsame day is 
named “John Snake.’ 

_ So it was in Bible times. Names were not designa- 

tions; they were descriptions. They told not who a 
man was so much as what a man was. Samuel got 
his name because his mother had “asked” him of 
Jehovah ; Moses, because Pharaoh’s daughter had 
“drawn” him out of-the water. Nabal bore his name 
because, on the authority of his wife, and she must 
have known, he’ was a “fool.” For-the same reason 
names were changed. Jacob, the “supplanter,” be- 
came Israel, because in prayer he had victoriously 
“persevered” with God, Simon became Peter, be- 
cause Christ set out to build solid “rock” into and 
underneath that man of sand. So*Abram. became 
Abraham, and. Saul Paul. Names were earnest, real 
things. They had revealing power. They were the 
audible image, so. to speak,.of the man. 


No wonder significance attached in Old Testament 
times to the name of God. “Certainly I will be with 
thee,” God said to trembling Moses on his way to 
Pharaoh; and then, when Moses asked who he should 
tell Pharaoh had sent him, God struck off the “with 
thee” from the promise to make his blessed signifi- 
cance to his people absolutely boundless and unlim- 
ited, and said, “Say, ‘J will be what I will be’ sent 
thee. I will be what I will be—all that my unlimited 
holiness and mercy and wisdom and faithfulness and 
power prompt me to be, in my relation to you; and 
that is my covendnt name, for the everlasting 
strength and comfort of my people.” 

God’s name, in other words, is God himself, in so 
far as he has been pleased to reveal himself to his 
people. And what God reveals becomes at once the 
object of his people’s faith and the substance of their 
confession. They worship the name, They magnify 
the name. The name becomes a high tower, into 
which they run and are safe (Prov. 18:10). They 
cry: “Bless Jehovah, O my soul; and all that is 
within me,-bless his holy name.” They vow: “I will 
declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of 
the assembly will I sing thy praise.” 

Facts like these ought to help us to understand 
what we are to confess and teach others to confess 
concerning Christ. We are to confess his name. For 
Christ’s name, like God’s name, is simply Christ’s 
self-revelation. Christ has made through: his life, 
death, and teachings, and through the teachings of his' 
apostles, a definite revelation of himself for our 
faith and confession. Hence we find men during his 
ministry believing on or in his name. 

In the days of the early church, when asked what 
they should do, men were told to believe on his name. 
They were saved if they believed. They were con- 
demned if they refused to believe. And what that 
name was is no secret. It contained the double dis- 
closure of what Christ was and what Christ had done. 
The revelation of the first reached its climax at 
Cezsarea Philippi in the confession of Peter: “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” The cli- 
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max of the second was reached on the cross when 


Jesus cried: “It is finished.” Both were 


loriously 
included in his divine name of Saviour; an 


both be- 


came the substance of apostolic preaching and of uni- - 


versal evangelization. 

It was in the name of Jesus Christ that men were 
baptized unto the remission of sins. It was in the 
name of Jesus Christ that God was willing to display 
his mighty power in answer to prayer. It was at the 
name of Jesus Christ that at last every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven and things on earth and 
things under the earth, and every tongue confess him 
Lord to the glory of God the Father, 

If we are going to confess the name of Christ be- 
fore men and angels at last, the name of Christ must 
be the thing to begin to confess here and now, What 
else but this is there to confess? Our loyalty to 
Christ? Our love for Christ? Our admiration for 
his wonderful supereminence above the human race? 
These things may be among the motives and spurs to 
an honest confession. Loyalty and love are imdis- 

utably the glow and life and joy of a confession. 
ey are not, however, the substance of a confes- 
sion. The man who confesses his loyalty may be 
simply confessing himself. The man who confesses 
his admiration may be simply confessing himself. We 
are not commanded or desired to soalen ourselves. 
We are too imperfect. What is our loyalty? Perfect 
loyalty? What is our love? Perfect love? The more 
faithfully we probe the matter, the clearer it becomes 
that to confess our loyalty and love and admiration 
is to confess our sinfulness and alienation and re- 
bellion and not to confess Christ at all. 

How can it be otherwise? Confessions of faith are 
objective. They are confessions of facts; and those 
facts are not products of human imagination or 
effervescences of religious sensibility or expressions 
of personal desire and hope: they are revelations of 
and from the Lord, 

What is a man’s scientific faith, or “confession,” 
concerning the world? His interest in it? His zeal 
for its study? It is his organized body of belief 
concerning the world, material, sentient, human. 
It is his total reaction upon the world when he has 
brought to it submissively his powers of observa- 
tion and judgment. In a word, it is the world’s reve- 
lation of itself to him, in its vastness, power, regu- 
larities, adaptations, given back in the form of a 
confession. 

No one publishes in a book his own loyalty to the 
world, or his zeal and the scrupulous fidelity of his 
methods. «He is objective. He has. seen something 
that other men have not seen. Something has been 
given him. Something has been revealed. He de- 
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fends his philosophy of the world, or “confession,” 
by an appeal to what has been revealed to him, His 
“confession” surpasses other “confessions,” if it does 
so, because it has seen more and seen more clearly, 
and given back more simply, faithfully and consist- 
ently than other confessions, the self-revelations of 
the world. So we shall never have a true faith or 
confession concerning Jesus Christ until we cease 
extolling ourselves and begin to publish with scien- 
tific objectiveness the facts which Christ has revealed 
to us concerning himself, 

This is the trouble with the theology of to-day. It 
is subjective rather. than objective. It is obsessed 
with the processes of the mind or stalled in its limi- 
tations. It wants to think, not to see; to seek, not 
to learn. It is “evolving” truth. It is worshiping the 
creature rather than the Creator. God has spoken in 
an Incarnation and an Atonement; but it is busy de- 
bating what and how the mind can know. We have 
no controversy with a scientific psychology. We have 
no desire to fence off any corner of God’s universe 
from the reverent study of man. But alas! we are 
a poor, blind lot. We need the disciplinary teaching 
of a sense of sin, We need the anointing that God 
bestows upon a humble spirit. We need to see, adore, 
and publish the ineffable name. 

Are we equal to this? Can we stand the self- 
effacement? We may not greatly exalt or display the 
glory of our “personality,” or reveal the richness of 
our emotions and the true depth of our mind. We 
may be pulled rather sternly from the footlights and 
thrust into the shadow where we begin to doubt our 
formulations and cast ourselves on the Scriptures as 
never before. But we shall find bread, not a stone. 
A quiet strength will come, and conviction, and God 
will give us persuasiveness with others. Many a 
human philosopher may disappear as Moses and 
Elijah did‘ on the mountain, but we shall see Jesus 
and Jesus only. We shall see a’ cross and. an empty 


tomb and tongues of fire descending on praying peo- 
ple. The name will emerge,—Christ as he intended 
to be known; and that will become our great and 
only confession. 





How Was Christ Uncreated, 
Yet God’s Son? 


Jesus Christ was not created; he is the Creator. 
That the whole message of the Bible makes this 
clear was brought out in an editorial article, in this 
department of Notes on Open Letters, in The Sunday 
School Times of November 24, 1917. Various pas- 
sages of Scripture were discussed, and the unmis- 
takable meaning of such passages was shown,—such 
as “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by him; without him was not anything made 
that was made” (John 1:1-3). If ‘all things were 
made by Christ, then Christ himself could not be part 
of the created “all things.” Other passages, which 
some readers of the Bible have not understood, were 
also discussed and their relation to the eternal, un- 
created being of Christ, the Son of God and God 
the Son, was considered. 

Interesting letters from readers giving their views, 
and asking certain questions concerning this truth, 
have been received. Thus an Ontario reader writes: 

A short time ago I heard Rev. —— speak on this 
subject, and he gave me a thought that I would like 
to pass on to you. 

He believes while our blessed Lord was always God— 
uncreated and eternal—he became, “Son of God” when 
he was “conceived by the Holy Ghost.” Thus as to his 
earthly manifestation and“his body he was created at 
that time, thus becoming’ “the beginning of the [new] 
creation of God.” This seems to me a Scriptural and 
satisfying answer to the question. Do you think so? 


This is a natural suggestion ; but it is not Scriptural. 
Christ was the Son of God ages upon ages before the 
body of his incarnation was conceived in the virgin 
Mary by the Holy Spirit, From all eternity, without 
beginning, Christ has been and is the Son of God, 
or God the Son: How and why this must be so, ac- 
cording to God’s Word, will be fully shown in a re- 
markable article by the widely known pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of New York City, I. M. Halde- 
man, D.D., in next -week’s issue of The - Sunday 





School Times, on the subject “Wherein Was Jesus 
God’s Only Son?” 

Dr. Haldeman’s coming article will clearly set forth 
the Scriptural truth also on other questions that have 
been raised by readers. Thus an Ohio reader writes: 


Why .not recognize the threefold nature of Christ— 
God, the Son of God, and the Son of man? Failure to 
distinguish between his Godhead and his Sonship keeps 
up the confusion concerning his deity. 


But there is no such distinction between the God- 
head or deity of Christ, and the Sonship of Christ. 
Christ is just as eternally the Son as he is éternally 
God. It is upon this vital Scripture truth that Dr. 
Haldeman’s coming article will throw clear light. 

Another interested reader writes: 


I find myself in deep perplexity as to what is to be- 
come of the Atonement which all evangelical Bible stu- 
dents regard as the corner-stone of the Christian faith, 
if according to your teachment God gave himself in- 
stead of his only begotten Son as the ransom-price for 
man’s sin. 

Why should Trinitarians be so insistent on maintain- 
ing a position which, if tenable, is not necessary nor 
essential to the orthodox plan of salvation, when it 
must be apparent to the most casual observer of pres- 
ent-day tendencies in religion that it is just such foolish 
insistence without reasonable proof that is responsible 
more than any other single cause for the present drift— 
noticeable in all evangelical communions—toward Uni- 
tarianism? 

The writer is strongly persuaded that in many com- 
munities intelligent laymen, having been kept on 
“rations” so long by the present-day clergy, are now 
demanding the whole truth, and are going to have it 
regardless of whence it comes or whither it may lead. 

Any further comments you may see fit to make in 
your valuable paper regarding this subject will: be ap- 
preciated by—A Michigan Layman. 


Praise God when people demand the whole truth! 
But let us remember that there is only one book in 
the world that gives us the whole truth, and that 
book is the “Bible, the inerrant, infallible, God- 
breathed Word of God. God in that Word declares 
that, while he gave his only begotten Son as the ran- 
som for man’s sin, “the Lamb of God that taketh 
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away the sin of the world” (John 1:29), that Son 
also was and is God himself, uncreated, co-eternal 
-with-the Father, “being very and eternal God, of one 
-substance, and nual with the Father” (John 1:1, 
(143.1. John 5:20; Phil. 2:6). So that while it is true 
that gave his only begotten Son to die for our 
Sins, that we might be saved from the penalty of our 
sins through that Son’s death, it is equally true that 
God himself thus died for our sins, for the Son of 
God is God the Son, or God himself. ‘ 

The tragic movement—it is more than a “drift” 
among both ministers and laymen of evangelical de- 
nominations to-day toward Unitarianism is simply 
the movement of apostasy within the nominal Chris- 
‘tian church which God foretold in his Word would 
come to pass in this present age of grace, and with 
increasing prominence and numbers as the end of 
the age drew nigh, It is the spirit of antichrist, 
which arose even in the first century, and which has 
been os and increasing till it is greater to-day 
than ever before (1 John 2: 18-23). “This is the 
antichrist, even he that denieth the Father and the 
Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not 
the Father: he that confesseth the Son hath the 
Father also.” 

Why the atonement, as the only way of salvation 
for man, absolutely requires the identity of the Son 
and God, will be made luminously clear in the forth- 
coming article by Dr. Haldeman. 

A Maryland reader gives expression to views that 
some have mistakenly drawn from certain Scrip- 
tures,—views. that are fatal. He writes: 

I have read with interest your answer to the question 
pertaining to Revelation 3: 14, on Christ as “the be- 
ginning of the creation of God.” While the Greek word 
for “beginning,” arche, bears the two meanings you 
state [that is, either the first thing created, or the 
origin, the source, the active cause of all created 
things], it seems to me you have lost sight of several 
important Scriptures. 

For instance in Colossians 1:15 the statement is 
made that Christ is “the firstborn of every creature,” 
which is in direct accord with the statenient of Reve- 
lation 3: 14, “the beginning of the creation of God.” 
Then in harmony with this is the statement of Revela- 
tion 22: 13, “I am the Alpha and Omega, ... the be- 
ginning and the end,” that is, of the direct creation of 
God, for everything else was created by the Son acting 
as the Father’s agent, as borne out by Colossians 1: 
16, 17, “For in him were all things created, in the 
heavens and upon the earth, things visible and things 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principali- 
ties or powers; all things have been created through 
him, and unto him; and he is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together.” R 

Another important point also is to remember that 
Christ was the Son of .God—the only begotten Son 
(John 1: 14), and the meaning of the word son is an 
offspring, as is well known; hence the time evidently 
was when the Father was alone—all of which is in per- 
fect accord with Proverbs 8 : 22-30. 

Whether Pastor Russell has stated that the meaning 
of the verse in question is as set forth above, or not, 
is immaterial—the point at issue is whether it is the 
truth or not. 

The pre-eminence of the Father is repeatedly stated: 
for instance, “the Father is greater than I.” It mat- 
ters not also how many good and apparently honest 
men might have believed to the contrary, theologians 
though they might have been, that fact proves nothing; 
the Scriptures are the sole basis of authority. “Prove 
all things, hold fast to that which is good,” and again, 
“Thy word is truth.” 


The ‘Scriptures, as our sole basis of authority, do 
not say or authorize us to say, as this Maryland 
reader would have it, “that everything else was cre- 
ated by the Son.” For “all things...in the heavens, 
and upon the earth, things visible and things invisi- 
ble, whether thrones or dominions or principalities 
or powers; all things have been created through him, 
and unto him; and he is before all things; and in him 
all things consist [hold together].” Let us accept 
God’s Word, and not make our own exceptions to it 
or qualifications of it. No creature or created being 
could create all things, including himself. No created 
being could be in the beginning with God. No cre- 
ated being could be God. But Christ created all 
things, was in the beginning with God, and is God. 

Nor is there any Scripture for the statement that 
the time ever was, in the farthest or (using terms of 
time) earliest reaches of eternity, when the Father 
was alone, From all eternity, as long as God has 
been, which is from everlasting to everlasting, the 
Son -has existed with the Father. The Son, like the 
Father, is without beginning. If Pastor Russell had 
the truth, we all want it; but the awful falsehoods 
and unscriptural teachings of Russellism, still being 
propagated broadcast, have been thoroughly exposed, 
as for example in such a booklet as “Millennial 
Dawnism; the Blasphemous Religion Which Teaches 
the Annihilation of Jesus Christ,” by Dr. Haldeman 
(Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1720 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, 10 gents a copy). 

Every interested reader is earnestly counseled to 
watch. for and prayerfully read Dr. Haldeman’s re- 
markable article which is to appear in next week’s 
issue Of The Sunday School Times. It is at our 
peril that any. of us let ourselves be uncertain or 
hazy or misled as to the plain statements of the 
Word of God.concerning the eternal, uncreated being 
and deity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Un- 
less our Saviour is eternally God, we are lost. 
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editorial. rooms, at a desk unlike anything I 

had ever seen. He was a quiet, kindly man, 
gentle of speech, reflective and considerate in de- 
meanor, with ‘a little twinkle in the eyes that looked 
out at you with directness through the spectacles he 
wore. He was almost surrounded by that desk of his, 
because it was much higher than his head as he sat 
before it, or within it, at.a shelf that pulled down 
for writing; and it was flanked on either side by 
folding wings filled with many compartments, hold- 
ing each a neatly labeled box for reference. : 

Mr Du Bois had come to that desk by leadings 
that were entirely a surprise to himself. pF sme d 
he had not seemed to be on the i to it, is great- 
grandfather, Robert Patterson, LL.D., was born in 
the Province of Ulster, Ireland, in 1743. In 1768 he 
came to America, and in 1779 he became Professor of 
Mathematics in the University of Pennsylvania. In 
1805, President Jefferson appointed him Director of 
the Mint. Mr. Du Bois’ father, William E. Du Bois, 
born in 1810, in Doylestown, Pa., entered the service 
of the Mint in 1833, and was the Assayer from 1872 
until his death, in 1881. Mr. Du Bois’ grandfather on 
the maternal side, Adam Eckfeldt, made machinery 
for the Mint, and was its Chief Coiner from 1814 to 
1839, And Patterson Du Bois himself, when that un- 
expected desk beckoned him in -1886, had been 
Assistant Assayer of that same Mint since 1882, and 
had. been in the assaying department since 1867. 

But Mr. Du Bois’ scientific pursuits had not com- 
pletely absorbed him. He was a Philadelphia High 
School boy, without college training, but a man of 
the broadest intellectual interest. He had studied in 
the Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts, and in the 
studios of Ridgway. Knight and Peter Moran, and 
his drawings and paintings displayed a true artistic 
skill and understanding. He was a close student of 
literary expression, cultivating in this a natural gift 
for turn of phrase and an esthetic appreciation of 
word-values, and he became an acknowledged éxpert 
in lexicography, serving on the advisory staff of the 
Standard Dictionary. He was. literary adviser in 
his later years for the Fleming H. Revell Company, 
Secretary of the American Philosophical Society, and 
a member of other learned societies. 


Resting an Overworked Word 


I well remember his watchfulness in the use of 
words, as exemplified in a friendly hint to me per- 
haps twenty years ago, when he was examining some- 
thing I had written. “Have you ever noticed,” -he 
asked, “how often you use the word ‘helpful’ ?” 

“Why, no, I think not,” I replied, in frat.k surprise. 

Mr. Du Bois laughed. “I didn’t suppose you knew,” 
he went on. “It’s a good word, but you depend upon 
it too much, I think, If I were you I would try to 
think of others to use in its place; for if you over- 
work one word your vocabulary will suffer.” And 
that sound advice of an older man to a beginner was 
followed so literally that for years I believe I never 
used the forbidden word at all in writing. But I 
almost yield now to the old habit when I say that 
Mr. Du Bois was—well, all of that to me! 

Among all his interests, however, the first and all- 
pervading motive was to be found in his devout and 
studious and reflective religious spirit. It was in the 
Walnut Street Presbyterian Church, where he served 
as Clerk of the Session from 1889 to 1915, when he 
resigned owing to declining strength, that he ren- 
dered his neighborhood service to the Church of 
Christ. It was in the prayer-meeting of that church 
that Henry Clay Trumbull, with his sensitiveness to 
quality in another soul, heard Mr. Du Bois give 
utterance to words that moved Dr. Trumbull to the 
immediate decision that here was a man for the 
staff of The Sunday School Times. So Patterson 
Du Bois, in 1886, came to the paper, and was Mariag- 
ing Editor until he retired from this service in 1900. 

In his new position his interest in child study, or, 
more accurately, his interest in the child, found 'free 
expression. For in the life of his own home he had 
begun discoveries in a world the tender mysteries of 
which he so marvelously unfolded to others as the 
years passed. He was in a position to do his share 
not only in intimate studies and sympathetic appreci- 
ation of child-nature, but in calling forth from his 
Own experiences and from the experiences of others 
a child-study literature that became very far-reach- 
ing in its influence here and abroad. In the keen dis- 
cussions of principles in the editorial rooms, in the 
joys and sorrows of the children of his own home, 
and in the crucible of bereavement when the éle- 
ments of his own gentle life were broken up, Mr. 
Du Bois found lessons that his rare gifts enabled him 
to pass on to others, So it was that when I was first 


H: USED to sit at Dr. Trumbull’s left, in the 


When Little Hands Beckoned 
How a father and teacher graduated from the Assay Depart- 
ment of the Mint to the Treasure-Laboratory of Child-Life 





Thousands who know the of Patterson 
Du Bois never had the privilege of knowing him 
personally. But his writings on child-study will 
take on new interest for many because of this 
personal glimpse of the man himself, as one of his 
friends and co-workers knew him in the lights 
and shadows of many revealing experiences. 








brought into association with him he was preparing 
the tender and revealing studies of, his own loved 
children, studies that he grouped at first in a pri- 
vately printed volume, “Beckonings from Little 
Hands.” And beckonings they were, from little 
hands over the river, in the children’s own country, 
and from the loving hands of the one child left of 
the four in that household. “There is a world of 
childhood,” wrote Mr. Du Bois, “underrated, misun- 
derstood, slighted, snubbed, thwarted, oppressed. Yet 
while the children—whom our Lord thought worthy 
of exalting as our model—are held in the meanest 
kind of subjection by those who love them, they re- 
main bravely patient and loyal.” 

It was as the champion of a liberated childhood, 
and a saner, more sympathetic, God-led parenthood, 
that Patterson Du Bois made his chief contributions 
to the child-study literature of our day. He worked 
not as.a coldly academic analyst, or assayer, but be- 
neath, the scientific temperament, and shining through 
all its notes and queries, was the eager paternal spirit, 
drawing upon the Heavenly Fatherhood for its 
warmth and fervor. Who can read this poem of his 
without catching the inner spirit and motive of this 
student who was first of all a father? 

Last night I saw my darling boy; last night 

I talked with him. 

I saw him not-as spirit, robed in light, 
Not vague and dim, 

But just as I have seen him day by day,— 

The boy he really was, absorbed in play. 


“And that is what I have, through months of tears, 
Most longed to see, 
And what, through all the coming, yearning years, 
Can never be: 
What death has done,—oh, would it were not true!— 
Eternity itself cannot undo. 


“TI know that he is safe; and I for joy 
Sometimes can smile. 
But, oh, that this could give me back my boy 
A little while, 
To make this sore grief-weariness depart, 
And break the awful silence in my heart. 


“ But now, last night my angel stole away 
From realms above; 
Once more we were together at our play, 
Once more in love. 
God giveth his beloved sleep; it seems 
He gives me more,—he gives me precious dreams.” 


That father’s dreams were the springs of an abun- 
dant literary product in fugitive writings and in per- 
manent volumes. For years, Mr. Du Bois wrote on 
child-study themes for The Sunday School Times 
and other journals. His little book, “The Point of 
Contact in Teachirig,” went to the very heart of the 
teaching process, and is a classic in its field. “The 
child mind,” he wrote, “is a castle that can be taken 
neither by stealth nor by storm. But there is a nat- 
ural way of-approach and a gate of easy entry always 
open to him who knows how to find it. The ideal 
point at which a child’s intelligent attention is to be 
first engaged, or his instruction is to begin, is an 
experience. or point of contact with life. One who 
understands this truth need seldom have any great 
difficulty in getting an entry into the child’s mind.” 
“The Culture of Justice” is rich in material that chal- 
lenges the parental capacity for fairness, His other 
books on child study have the same qualities of per- 
sonal appeal and thorough research and thought- 
provoking analysis. These books are accessible to 
all, but it is only by the inner life of a-man like their 
author that they may be truly interpreted. 


Where His Genius Found Its Incentives 


In the sanctities of a home life of rare significance 
these contributions found their chief source; and in 
this hour of struggle that the Christian home is mak- 
ing to maintain its integrity, it is well to realize 
that the service widely rendered by one of the pio- 
neers of modern child study was born and nurtured 
in a home of homes. Mr. Du Bois impressed one at 
once with his reflective intellectuality and devout 
Christian spirit. But you must look within the 
shelter of: his home to see the man, in this glimpse 
his daughter gives in a personal letter to the writer: 

“He was, as a young man, devoted to his home. 
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He had intense admiration for his father, and has 
kept carefully his father’s letters and many other 
things recalling their happy life at home, With the 
making of a home of his own, this love for the sim- 
ple home joys continued, and with the passing of 
his father’s house was concentrated on the household 
of which he was the father. He found no joy in the 
artificial pleasures of society. He was passionately 
and intelligently fond of music. Music in the home 
was to him essential. He was never happier than 
when, seated by the library lamp, he sat listening to 
my mother’s masterly playing. She played evening 
after evening for two hours or more at a time. This 
she did on the last evening of her life. And the 
artistic interest of his early life continued to the end, 
affecting his work and his home life; for the attempt 
to make all things more beautiful was instinctive with 
him, as well as the appreciation of the beauty already 
present. It was with great care that the pictures and 
furnishings of our home were chosen, As was char- 
acteristic of our family life, I was included from 
earliest childhood in the decisions made about even 
the simplest parts of our home. 

“People who did not know Father well were apt 
to think him always serious and rather severe. In 
our home, he was more like a small boy, in the way 
he teased me, In‘this he seemed to be making up to 
me the loss of my two brothers. We were like two 
children as we chased through the halls, or argued 
about some impossible and ridiculous happening. 
Through my childhood, .he conjured up various im- 
aginary personages and held conversation with them 
for my benefit. These lasted up into the latter years, 
for neither he nor I lost our childlike pleasure in an 
imaginary world. I was never permitted to believe in 
Santa Claus as a real being, but I don’t think_that 
any child ever had more pleasure out of Santa Claus 
than I. Father would call up the chimney to him, 
and keep him constantly present, in the days that 
preceded Christmas. It has been one of the things 
for which I.am most grateful,—that Father let me 
have all the Christmas fun without letting me lose 
the sacredness of the day.” 

Just “Waiting for the Stage” 

What his home life meant to him in its dearest 
relationships it is given to us to see in part by such 
a note as this, found among his papers, only a few 
weeks after the death of his wife: “January 2, 1917. 
—It seems, oh, so long since I saw her and talked 
with her! I go about my daily tasks with composure, 
but when I see her in recollection or hear her speak 
to me and then think that this silence, this absence, 
is for all time,—I can hardly stand it. This home, re- 
flecting her skill and taste in every part, seems like a 
contradiction in terms, a mockery without her. Not 
many men were at home so much as I, not many lent 
a hand or called so often as I. And now I seem to 
be taking advantage of her, enjoying the comforts 
she made for us all, and she deprived of it. There 
is no good philosophy ,in this, but there is love’s ap- 
preciation and that is better than science.” 

In the last two years of his life Mr. Du Bois was 
called upon to undergo keen physical suffering, in 
addition to the almost overpowerifig grief that came 
upon him in the death of his wife. But he did not 
yield to the strain, in faith or in courage. I shall 
not forget a quiet hour spent with him, not long 
after his wife’s Home-going, when he was still weak 
from that shock and his own physical pain. How 
ues he told of the dear lite that had gone! 

ow eagerly he looked beyond our little day! With 
seemingly no care for himself, and so much for his 
daughter, how tenderly he spoke of her! And so it 
was to the end of his own rich life, to the release 
that came for him on August 8, 1917. 

In the Du Bois home was a favorite painting,—an 
old man, sitting beside a stove in a roadside inn, 
“Waiting for the Stage.” One day during his last 
illness. his daughter, noticing her father’s extreme 
weakness, leaned over him and asked, “Father, are 
you tired, or do you feel weak?” “No,” he replied 
cheerily, “I’m just waiting for the stage.” And when 
it halted at his door I am sure loving hands were 
beckoning him. 


In this Elementary Number of the journal to which 
Mr. Du Bois made so large a contribution in his many 
years of constructive service, it may not be unfitting 
that teachers and parents who are privileged to live 
and work with younger children should be called 
thus to consider the inner aspects of the life of this 
lover of children. Theory and technique in leader- 


ship in behalf. of the child are not to be learned apart 
from the searching and tender school of childhood 
itself. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





































Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








Book of Dispersion. The Kingdom of Isra-l 
in Decline. 


Symbol: A clock run down. Key-text: “In those 
days the Lord began to cut Israel short” (10: 32). 
Key-thought: The folly of disobedience: reject, and 
be rejected. Outline: 1. Israel’s Rejection and Dis- 
aes (chaps. 1 to 17). 2. Judah’s Rejection and 

ispersion (chaps. 18 to 25). 

In First Kings the Kingdom of Israel, leavened with 
pride and arrogancy, falls apart. In Second Kings, 
sinning yet more against God, it goes into captivity. 
Surely the way of the transgressor is hard. The his- 
tory of the Jewish church is a record of God’s deal- 
ings with recreant children: punitive, indeed, but 
kindly ; for He loves them still. 

Second Kings opens with the glorious shout, “The 
spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha!” (2:15.) It 
closes with the dismal plaint and plight of Jehoiachin, 
under his meager pittance from the king of Babylon; 
(25: 36) ; it starts out with a double portion from the 
God of heaven; it ends with a half allowance from 
the prince of earth. It is ‘better to stay with 
Jehovah. 

The New Testament Church, in its turn, began 
with the full effusion of Pentecost. Have we ad- 
vanced, or declined? Thank God, the end is not yet. 
It will be glorious at last when the King appears, and 
the feast is spread. 

The secret of all this degeneracy and decay is found 


in 3:2. “And he wrought evil in the sight of the 
Lord.” Be loyal.and true. It does not pay to do 
evil. It. is. better to be good. 


Here. is the roster of the kings, a pitiful, dwingling 
procession: Jsrael—Jeroboam, Nadab,.Baasha, Elah, 
Zimri; Omri, Ahab, Ahaziah,; Joram,’ Jehu, Jehoa- 
haz, Jéhoash;:‘Jeroboam II, Zachariah, Shallum, 
Menahem; Pekahiah, Pekah, Hoshea. Then night 
and negation for: the Ten Tribes (about 721 B. C.). 
Judah—Rehoboam, Abijam, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Jeho- 
ram, Ahaziah, Athaliah, Joash, Amaziah, Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manasseh, Amon, Josiah, 
Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah. Then the 
burden and discipline of the brick-kiln for Judah 
(586 B. C.). 

The moving figures and saving factors of those 
days were the prophets Elijah and Elisha. 

Elijah stalks forth abruptly like the heroes of the 
old French romance, out of a hole in the wall. “And 
Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of 
Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel 
liveth, before whom I stand” (1 Kings 17:1). And 
there he stood, a rock for God, through all the weak 
vacillations of Israel. His name means Jehovah my 
God. 

Elisha is the champion of the Most High, more 
particularly in 2 Kings, He comes upon the scene 
at 1 Kings 19:19. “So he departed thence, and found 
Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with 
twelve yoke of oxen before him.” That was a great 
find for Israel. Where are those oxen ripping up 
the soil to-day? We need them, and the hand upon 
the plow. Elisha means Jehovah my Saviour. He 
was the man who brought God to the people, the 
pastor-evangelist of Israel’s day. Jacob Knapp and 
Charles G. Finney had the Elijah spirit. Dwight L. 
Moody and Gypsy Smith were after the type of 
Elisha. There is room for both in every age. 

“Where isthe Lord God of Elijah?” (2: 14.) -Oh; 
fora bit of the old-time power! Oh, for more ofthe 
miracles of grace! Read the record, under the mantle of 
spiritual enduement, a “double portion”: Jordan 
cleft (2:14); the waters of Jericho healed (2:21); 
Bethel’s insolence rebuked (2:23); the valiey filled 
with water (3:20); the widow’s oil multiplied 
(4:6); the Shunammite’s son restored (4:36); the 
pottage sweetened (4: 4]); Naaman’s leprosy cured 
(5:14); the axe afloat (6:6); God’s chariots at 
Dothan (6:17); Samaria delivered (7:16). These 
are the annals of a continuous revival, and they are 
not abnormal but normal,—to the church filled with 
the Spirit of Almighty God. 

“Revive thy work, O Lord!” 


Marked Texts 
“Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that 
ye go to enquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron?” 
(1:3). Worldly reliance, : 
“Where is the Lord God of Elijah?” (2: 14.) “The 
principle of personality is the true principle of Chris- 
tianity.”—Carpenter. 
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“Peradventure the Spirit of the Lord ‘hath taken 
him [Elijah] up, and cast him upon some mountain” 
pie = Three days wasted, the gratuitousness of 

ubt. : 


“Make this valley full of ditches” (3:16). Run 


out your channels of influence and wait for God’s. 


blessing. 
“Behold, yonder is that Shunammite” (4:25). A 


MARCH 30,1918 


nm of the “lookout committee,” watching for 
souls. 

“But Gehazi said . . . I will run after him, and take 
somewhat of him” (5:20). The church running after 
the world’s dole. 

_ “They feared the Lord, and served their own gods, 
after the manner of the nations” (17:33). Easy and 
empty religionism. 
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How to Observe Parents’ Day 


Bringing children and parents together for a twofold purpose 


By Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin 


Superintendent of the Elementary Division of 
the International Sunday School Association 





interest in the work of the home is by planning 
to have from time to time “Parents’ Days” in 
the Sunday-school. Any one or more of the follow- 
ing aims might be taken as the objective for that day. 

1. To interest parents in the work of the Sunday- 
school with the hope of securing their full co-oper- 
ation. 

2. To give the children an opportunity to honor 
their parents, a duty that is sadly neglected by many 
sons and daughters who call themselves followers 
of Christ. 

3. To reveal to parents their responsibility for pro- 
viding religious nurture and education in their homes, 
to show them the blessings which will come to their 
children if God is loved and. obeyed, and also to 
help them to realize the sad results of neglecting the 
Lord’s commands in regard to training the young. 

4. To provide an opportunity for the parents, the 
teachers, and the pupils to. worship God together; 
to pray together for the blessings He has promised 
to homes and churches who obey his commands in 
regard to teaching the young; to plan together for a 
stricter obedience to. these laws. 

The program for Parents’ Day must be planned 
according to the aim or objective, If the aim. is to 
interest the parents in the work of..the. Sunday- 
school, then the program must be arranged to arouse 
such interest.. If the aim is to give: the pupils an 
opportunity. to honor their parents, then the program 
must furnish such opportunities. If the aim is to 
instruct the parents, then the program: must be so 
arranged, and the instruction must not be given in 
the presence of the pupils. If the aim is to make 
it possible for the home and Sunday-school to unite 
in a service of worship, then such a service must be 
planned. and arrangements made to conduct it 
properly. 

The following program is suggested for use by a 
Sunday-school which desires to give the pupils an 
opportunity to “honor their parents,” and to reveal 
to parents their responsibility for the religious nur- 
ture and education of their children. 

Let the session be lengthened to one hour and a 
half, even though the school may have to meet earlier, 
or close later than usual. It is a special day and a 
worth-while program demands time. Divide the 
session into the following periods: 


Or way in which the Church may show her 


1. Opening service, forty-five minutes, During 
this time let the members of the school and all vis- 
iting parents meet together. 


2. Instruction period, forty-five minutes, During 
this time the members of the school and visiting pa- 
rents should meet separately. 


Program for the First Period - 


Aini: To afford the pupils an opportunity to honor 
their parents. 


1. Hymn—“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.” 

2. Invocation. 

3. Song. 

4. Bible -messages. Let four Junior boys repeat 
these verses: - Ephesians 6: 1-3; Proverbs 1:8, 
9, 10, 15;: Proverbs 10:1; Proverbs 4:4, 2,- 3, 
5, 6, Then read responsively 1 Corinthians 13. 

5. Prayer—By the pastor. 

6. Hymn—“Fairest Lord Jesus.” 

7. Recitation from the Sunday School Evangel, 1903, 
of Edna E. Hood’s poem of three verses en- 
titled 

Earth’s Greatest Charms 

God made the streams that gurgle down the purple moun- 
tain side; 

He —_ the gorgeous coloring with which the sunset’s 
yea, 

He made the hills and covered them with glory; and He 
made 

The sparkle on the dewdrops, and the flecks of light. and 

shade. 

» knowing all earth needed was a climax for her 

charms, 

He made a little woman with a baby in her arms, 


8: Recitation or Reading—“Give Thou~ Thy Youth 
to God.” 


(Hymns of Worship and Service; Century Co., New -York.) 


9. A tribute to a good father. (Let some young 
man who has a noble father tell what’ that 
father’s life, companionship, and influence have 
meant to him.) , 

10. Let the pupils rise and salute their parents, then 
sing the Doxology. 


Program for the Second Period 


School in one group; visiting parents in another 
group, adjourning if possible to another room, receiv- 
ing as they pass out the flowers or other souvenirs 
which may have been provided for them. 


Program for the School 


1. Offering service, announcements, and hymns. 
2. Study of the lesson, thirty minutes. 
3. Closing prayer. 


Program for Visiting Parents (forty-five minutes) 
Aim: To lead them to think seriously of their re- 
sponsibility for the religious training of their 
children, . 
1., Hymn—“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult.” 
2. Bible messages: Deuteronomy’6: 4-7; Ephesians 
6:4; Proverbs 22:6; Mark 9: 37-42. 
4. Reading from the Sunday School Evangel, 1904, 
S, Paige Johnson’s 
The Worth of a Child 
Who can measure the worth of a girl or a boy; 
Who can say just the charge they would make 
For the treasure which brings them such comfort andyjoy?. 
Can you estimate what you would take? 
, - ” . . 7 * + . 
All you fathers and mothers whom God has thus blest, 
By the gift of a treasure so rare, 
Should remember the dowry is heaven’s bequest, 
And account unto God for its care. 


5. Solo—“Up to Me Sweet Childhood Looketh.” 
(Hymns of Worship and Service, Century Company, 
New York, 50 cents.) 

6. Address—“Parents and Their Responsibility for 
the Religious Education of Their Children.” 
By the pastor or some other person trained to 
speak forcefully, lovingly, tactfully. 

7. Sentence Prayers—By visiting parents. 

8. Closing Hymn—“O, Jesus, I Have Promised.” 

Preparing for Parents’ Day 
me. Begin the preparation six weeks before Parents’ 
ay. 

2. Appoint an Invitation Committee to arrange to 
have the parents invited to be present by the pastor, 
the superintendent, the Teachers’ Association, and by 
the pupils themselves. Some of the invitations may 
be printed; there may be announcements from the 
pulpit, some invitations may be written by hand, 
some may be telephoned invitations, and some may be 
delivered by automobilists making personal calls, 
When a committee gets to work in such a way, the 
parents realize that something is going to happen on 
Parents’ Day and they want to be present. 

3. Appoint a committee to decorate the Sunday- 
school and church appropriately. 

4. Get a program committee to work at once to plan 
an- encouraging, ‘helpful, and inspiring program, 

5. Let a-committee plan for flowers, cards, or pice 
tures to be presented to the parents as souvenirs—if 
a souvenir is desired. 

6. Have an enrolment committee ready to get the 
names and addresses of all visiting parents. Dis- 
tribute slips for this purpose when the parents go 
to their own separate service, and collect at the close 
of the service, 

7. Appoint a “Follow-Up” Committee to go into 
every home represented by the visiting parents, and 
tell them how they may co-operate; with the Sunday- 
school. 

It is the prayer of the writer that many, many 
Sunday-schools may observe Parents’ Day in such a 
way as to lead thousands of pupils to lovingly honor 
their parents, and to lead thousands of parents, who 
have neglected the religious education of their chil- 


dren, to promise the Lord Jesus Christ that with his 


idance ‘and -help they will,-in the future, “feed his 
k” as he has commanded, 
Cxurcaco, ‘IL. 























“LESSON FOR APRIL 14 (Mark $:1 tog: 1) 
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How the Elementary Teachers “Specialized ” 


And: how birthday’ 


Cradle Rollers, Primaries, and Beginners 


calendars, kodaks, and “ campaigning ”’ solved problems for 








IGHT years ago in a school in Western Penn- 

sylvania a training class was organized for the 

teachers of the Primary Department. This class 
met on Wednesday evening, an hour before prayer- 
meeting, and was formed with the idea of helping 
the teachers with the Sunday-school work each week, 
and giving them material for background. It had no 
connection with the pupils’ training class which met 
on Sunday during the Sunday-schoel hour. The 
teachers were young ladies, some of them high-school 
girls, and the first year they were given a course in 
child study, spending about one-half the. period pre- 
paring the lessons for the following Sunday, and 
planning very simple handwork to be used in connec- 
tion with them. They talked over the work done on 
the preceding Sunday, and suggestions were made for 
improvements in the teaching, and the general char- 
acteristics of each age were noted. 

The second year courses were given in Old Testa- 
ment stories and in handwork, while the teachers were 
asked to plan and prepare handwork of their own 
and submit it to the superintendent for criticism. 
Some of it, of course, was discarded, but some was 
exceedingly good. The hour became so short that the 
time of meeting was changed to Tuesday evening so 
there need be no haste in closing. The lesson was 
not studied on this evening, but was prepared at an- 
other time, and the proof that it- was prepared was 
not only the attention of the children, but the hand- 
work also, 


Then the Junior teachers asked to join the class. 


and a course in story-telling was given, and in addi- 

tion the life of Paul was studied. visit was planned 

to the synagogue and the synagogue school. That the 

teachers might be better informed on this subject, a 

well-known Jewish Rabbi was asked to give a talk on 

= manners and customs of the Jews at the time of 
hrist. 

Then the life of Christ was studied and presented 
in the form. of stories. During this course a lecture 

§>>'was given by the pastor. A story hour was organ- 
ized for the children one Sunday afternoon a month, 
giving the teachers an opportunity to tell the stories 
and the children a pleasant hour. The teachers en- 
joyed the work to such an extent that some of them 
continued the study of story-telling at the University. 

For the first few years the work was conducted by 
the Elementary Superintendent. Then, as the teachers 
became more experienced, it was found that many of 
them could usé their own special line of work for 
some purpose in Sunday-school teaching. The 
Graded Lessons have in connection with them some 
beautiful pictures. The great need of teaching the 
value of pictures and their use gave the idea of a 
course which would overcome the lack of appreci- 
ation of good pictures among the teachers, The 
Junior superintendent was asked to prepare a course 
on Christ in art, using the Perry, Wilde, Brown, or 
Tissot pictures. It not only gave the teachers an 
exceedingly pleasant winter’s work, but probably not 
ome in that class failed in the determination to live 
closer to Him. 

The teachers’ handwork was often crude, because 
they did not know how to do the beautiful work 
which children are learning to do in the public 
schools, so it seemed wise to give them an oppor- 
tunity to learn to do it. Among the teachers was 
_one who had worked in a bookbinding establishment. 
She taught the teachers several ways of binding 
books for the purpose of caring for the work which 
the children did, and also how to make envelopes of 

~ wall paper for the little people to use for their 
leaflets. 

A trained kindergartner, who was teaching in the 
Beginners Department, was, asked to give a course 
in paper folding. For Primary children as well as 
Beginners it is a great help in illustrating the lessons. 

The Primary Superintendent gave a course in paper 
cutting and paper construction. One young lady took 
a short course in clay modeling that she might be 
able the better to present it to the teachers. The use 
of clay and plasticine has been a great help in work- 
ing out many things ‘in connection with the Bible 
stories. A few lessons were given in basketry by 
one young lady who has always been an artist in 
fancy work, The assistant superintendent of the 
aa Department went to the public schools to 
earn how to make salt maps and then taught the 
class the use of salt, pulp, sand, and plasticine in map 
work. The pianist, who is a music teacher, piepared 
a very interesting course in hymnology, which aided 
greatly in the appreciation of the grand old hymns. 

By this time a more advanced course in child study 
was possible, and the superintendent of the public 
— was asked to lecture on some phases of that 
wor 


Fes ame OD my meee cnpnt GA a TO oe sate is men 8 ny yee 


Visitors to the Pennsylvania State Sunday-school 
Convention at Pittsburgh, last October, were most 
favorably impressed with an exhibit of children’s 
hand-work. They learned. from Mrs. Eleanor F. 
Bailey, in charge, that the exhibit was the out- 
of a special and varied course of study on 

the part of the Elementary teachers in her no Berg 
some of them pursuing the course for eight years. 
Of what that course consisted is described on this 
page, along with other methods that have pease 
el day 





ipful in the Elementary classes. The 
School Times plans to have other Graded Forum 
pages of this sort from time to time. 








During the present winter a far more extensive 
course in story telling has been given. The teachers 
are preparing and telling in class many beautiful 
stories which are helpful to themselves, while they 
are also looking up and classifying stories of different 
kinds for different occasions and for different ages, 
making lists of the sources to which they may turn 
for stories when they are needed. 

Unusual handwork has been done by the children. 
A cement Oriental house was made by a class of 
fourth-year ‘Junior boys who, with their teacher 
made the working drawings, the wooden frame, an 
finally cast the cement. 

A .class of fourth-year Junior girls and their 
teacher made a model of the tabernacle. The lumber 
was ordered and prepared at the mill, but the girls 
themselves painted the woodwork, put the structure 
together, and made the curtains, becoming thor- 
oughly familiar with the Bible description of the 
tabernacle and leaving to the Elementary Division 
something which will-be of use to others. 

The idea of doing has not stopped with the hand- 
work; ‘the next step is for others, From the begin- 
hing, in the training class for the teachers, special 
emphasis has always been placed on service for 
Christ. In this school the past year has been won- 
derful because teachers and children alike are asking 
for the spirit of the Master in all they do and say. 
With their own money, which is saved by self-denial, 
or made by earning it during playtime, they have sup- 
ported a girl in a Southern school for two years, and 
clothed her. They have sent out about two hundred 
pairs of filled stockings at Christmas time for three 
years, have made and sent out nearly fifty pieced 
quilts for Belgian and French, relief work, and they 


‘are now providing for the support of a Belgian boy. 


We are trying to keep constantly before the 
teachers that handwork in religious education is 
nothing in itself, only a means to an end. But with 
God’s blessing upon teacher and pupil it becomes a 
wonderful means of interpreting the common things 
of life in terms of religion and bringing the beauty 
of the religious life into everyday living.—Eleanor 
F. Bailey, Avalon, Pa, 
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Building Up Birthday Calendars 


IRTHDAY calendars have been found very help- 

ful in our Elementary grades. For each calendar 
we use a large square of white cardboard, In the 
center of this we mark off as many squares as there 
are days in the month, The calendars are then dec- 
orated with pictures suited to the month, and at the 
bottom is printed an appropriate text. i 

To mark the days of the month we use circles cut 
from colored paper. Sunday is always marked with 
a gold circle, in the center of which is pasted a little 
church; because Sunday is church day. The follow- 
ing are the designs used for the different months. 

January.—Snow scenes, a silver crescent moon and 
silver stars. The days of the month are marked with 
light blue circles on which show crystals are pasted. 
In this month we use silver circles for Sunday, the 
‘rest of the year gold, The text is, “He giveth snow 
like wool.” 

February.—Flags; pictures of Washington; mark 
the days of the month with hearts. Text: “Thy 
word have I hid in my heart.” 
_..March——Pussy-willows, crocuses, and daffodils; 
also pictures of boys flying kites. Days of month 
marked with dark blue circles, on which paste wind- 
mills or sailboats. Text: “He causeth his wind to 
blow.” 

April_—Pictures appropriate to Easter; days of 
month marked with yellow butterflies on brown cir- 
cles. Text: “He is risen.” 

May.—Birds are used, and the days of the month 
marked with pale green circles, on which are pasted 
blackbirds. Text: “The time of the singing of birds 
is come.” 


June—Roses, and children making gardens; days 
of month marked with wild roses. Text: “The Lord 
God planted a garden.” 

July.—Patriotic, use flags and liberty bell. Mark 
days of month with red, white, and blue circles, plac- 
ing the liberty bell on the Fourth. Text: “Ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

August—Corn, and all kinds of yellow flowers; 
mark the days of the month with bright yellow circles 
to represent sunshine. Text: “While the earth re- 
maineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, 
and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not 
cease.” ‘ 

September.—Pictures of children going to school; 
goldenrod; days of month marked with circles of 
every color. ext: “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom.” 

October—Autumn scenes, and use circles for the 
days of the month on which leaves of every color are 
pasted. Text: “The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth, but the word of our God shall stand forever.” 

November.—Thanksgiving scenes; mark days of 
month with pumpkins. Text: “Enter into his gates 
with thanksgiving.” 

December.—Madonnas, evergreens; mark days of 
month with red stars; on the twenty-fifth place a 
gold star with the rays extending all through the 
calendar because Christmas extends all through the 
days. Text: “He loved us and sent his Son.” 

The names of all the children whose birthdays come 
in any month are written on the side of that month’s 
calendar, and a tiny star is put by the circle which 
marks the day on which each child was born, The 
circles marking the days of the month are not pasted 
on all at once, but eoah week, on the Sunday follow- 
ing that week. Seven circles each Sunday, the Sun- 
day circle being the last. Each week the children 
sing “Safely Through Another’ Week,” or “Day of 
All the Week the Best,” and recite the text for the 
month. In this way they learn the hymns: and twelve 
texts, besides learning of God’s goodness to us month 
by month. The calendars make an attractive dec- 
oration for the room. (This idea was suggested to 
us by Miss Sara Goodman, of Grand Rapids, Mich.). 
—Mary L. Wilson, Maysville, Ky, 
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City Campaigning for Cradle Rollers 


PaeviNG that in Cradle Roll work as in every- 
thing else more can be accomplished if a definite 
mark is aimed at than if the work is done at random, 
a County Elementary superintendent called a meet- 
ing of all the Cradle Roll superintendents in a city, 
together with the pastors.and school superintendents, 
and outlined a two weeks’ campaign whereby it was 
hoped that every baby in the community would be 
reached. The mark set for each school was “double 
the present membership of the Cradle Roll.” There 
were several schools without any Cradle Roll, and 
these were urged to organize immediately. 

The result of the campaign was that while not all 
the schools reached the prescribed mark, many did, 
and several trebled their original number. One which 
organized a new department decided after working 
a week that they ought to have a Home Department 
also, and in less than a month the school reported a 
— Rok of twenty-three and a Home Department 
° ty. 

The moral is, have some definite aim in view. Shoot 
at a mark. Plan your work,—every baby in the 
community on a Cradle Roll, and then work your 
plan for all there is in it—Elizabeth Williams Sud- 
low, Rock Island, Ill. 
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How a Kodak Enlarges the Cradle Roll 


| AM serving a large country church. We have a 
Cradle Roll in connection with the Sunday-school. 
The Cradle Roll superintendent takes kodak pictures 
of the babies, and puts them all on a large sheet sus- 
pended in the Beginners’ room. It attracts the 
mothers and brings in the outsiders.—The Rev. C. H. 
McCaslin, Minneapolis, Minn. 
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For the teacher training class that is willing to do 
even a little real work “Training the Teacher,” by 
Dr. Schauffler, Mrs. Lamoreaux, Dr. Brumbaugh, and 
Marion Lawrance is the needed manual in the First 
Standard Course. If you order now at fifty cents 
(thirty-five cents in paper) from The Sunday School 
Times Company, your copy will come out of the sixty- 
fourth thousand. 
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LESSON 15. APRIL 14. JESUS REQUIRES CONFESSION AND LOYALTY 


Golden Text.—If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.—Mark 8 : 34 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


AST autumn one of the Philadelphia newspapers 
L published an account of a “Recruiter Extraor- 

dinary,” called the “Nineteenth Century Sam- 
son,” who, it was said, in a Southern city had 
recruited 1,100 men for the army in two weeks. This 
man would give exhibitions of his enormous strength, 
would hold his audience by a rich fund of stories of 
his adventures in many parts of the world, and would 
bring men to the enlisting point. He was renderin 
a tremendous service to his country. How many o 
us are putting all our abilities unreservedly, like that 
man, into the work of recruiting men for Jesus 
Christ? This week’s lesson is on enlisting. We must 
know exactly what the conditions of enlistment are, 
—we cannot do successful recruiting unless we do. 


Our Background Material 

Is Dao class as familiar with the geography of 
the Holy Land as of the United States? They can 
readily be, by using freely the maps in quarterlies 
or Bibles, or the useful little set of maps in Arnold’s 
Chart of Christ’s Journeyings (The Sunday School 
Times Company, 20 cents). This lesson chapter 
covers considerable traveling. Use the facts brought 
out by Mrs. Askew (1); get the class to figure the 
number of miles covered in the lesson incidents. See 
Dr. Griffith Thomas’ first paragraph, Connection.” 


The Lesson Itself 


The refesences, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 
son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 
of certain paragrapse in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 
Of the seven incidents in this lesson, decide what 
should have the most attention in class. 


I. Feeding the four thousand (vs. 1-10). 
II, Declining to give unbelievers the sought-for 
sign (vs. II-13). 
III. Teaching the disciples about leaven, and about 
pas te sufficiency to meet their needs (vs. 
14-21). 
IV. The Bethsaida blind man’s gradual healing 
(vs. 22-26). 
V. The disciples’ great confession (vs. 27-30). 
VI. Jesus’ peeneiey concerning his death (vs. 
31-33). 
VII. Jesus’ teaching concerning the disciples’ death 
(vs. 34 to 9:1). 

I. Verses 1-10.—Jesus can and will repeat a miracle 
whenever we need it. Often, like the disciples, we 
seem to think he cannot or will not. “Oh, yes, God 
did it once; but he’s not likely to do it again.” But 
see Hebrews 13:8, and Philippians 4: 19! 

II. Verses 11-13.—Unbelief closes the door to God’s 
signs, God is really giving plenty of signs, al! the 
time, to both unbelievers and believers. Our Lord’s 
fuller reply to the Pharisees’ sign-seeking question 
(v. 11) is given in Matthew 16:1-4. A great sign 
was going to be given to them, the sign of Jonah, 
and our Lord fully explained this in Matthew 12: 38- 
41; but neither the Pharisees nor any other unbeliev- 
ers could understand that wonderful sign. On the 
Pharisees’ demand and our Lord’s refusal see Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 

III. Verses 14-21—Leaven is always, throughout 
the Bible, a symbol of evil. It spreads and corrupts 
like sin, as Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2) points out. 
“(1) Leaven, as a symbolic or typical substance, is 
always mentioned in the Old Testament in an evil 
sense (Gen. 19:3). (2) The use of the word in the 
New Testament explains its symbolic meaning. It is 
‘malice and wickedness,’ as contrasted with ‘sincerity 
and truth’ (1 Cor. 5: 6-8). It is evil doctrine (Matt. 
16:12) in its threefold form of Pharisaism, Sad- 
duceeism, and Herodianism (Matt. 16:6; Mark 8: 
15). The leaven of the Pharisees was externalism 
in religion (Matt. 23:14, 16, 23-28); of the Sad- 
ducees, skepticism as to the supernatural and as to 
the Scriptures (Matt, 22: 23, 29); of the Herodians, 
worldliness—a Herod party amongst the Jews ‘( Matt. 


22: 16-21; Mark 3:6).” (From the Scofield Refer- 


ence Bible, Oxford University Press.) 

IV. Verses 22-26—Here. is a marvelous fulfilment 
of prophecy. Make it very plain to the class, as fully 
explained by Dr. Scofield in his lesson article in this 
issue. Bethsaida as a community had had its last 
chance; the healing of the Beffisaida blind man makes 
this--plain, But the time never comes, in this life, 
when any individual who hungers for God’s grace 
cannot, by simple faith, have it. 

The gradualness of the blind man’s healing is dis- 
cussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3). 


Devotional Readings: Rom. 10 : 8-10; Heb..12 : 1, 2, 12-15. 
Additional Material for Teachers: Luke 9 : 18-27, 57-62. 
Pramery and lunior Topic: Jesus and the Blind Man. 

sson Material: Mark 8 : 22-26. 
Primary Memory Verse: He hath done al! things well.— 


Mark 7 : 37. 
Additional Material for Senior and Adult: See same for 
Teachers. . 














The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Mark 8 : 27-38) 


a7 And Jesus went forth, and his disciples, into the vil- 
lages of Czsarea Philippi: and on the way he asked his 
disciples, saying unto them, Who do men say that I am? 
28 And they told him, saying, John the Baptist; and others, 
Elijah; but others, One of the prophets. 29 And he asked 
them, But who say ye that I am? Peter answereth and 
saith unto him, Thou art the Christ. 30 And he charged 
them that they should tell no man of him. 

31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders, and the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. 32 And he spake the saying openly. And 
Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. 33 But he 
turning about, and seeing his disciples, rebuked Peter, and 
saith, Get thee behind me, Satan; for thou mindest not the 
things of God, but the things of men. 34 And he called 
unto him the multitude with his disciples, and said unto 
them, If any man would come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross, and follow me. 35 For who- 
soever would save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake and the * gospel’s shall save it. 
36 For what doth it profit a man, to gain the whole worid, 
and forfeit his life? 37 For what should a man give in ex- 
change for his life? 38 For whosoever shall be ashamed of 
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful gener- 
ation, the Son of man also shall be ashamed of him, when 
he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 

1 Or, good tidings: and so elsewhere. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








V. Verses 27-30—Now comes a complete change in 
Jesus’ ministry. See Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4). 

Use: the. parallel passage in Matthew 16:16, which 
shows that Peter and the wav gee declared their be- 
lief not only in the Messiahship, but deity, of Jesus. 

It will be well to allow more time heze than for 
any other part of this lesson, to make luminously 
plain to the class what it is to “confess Christ.” So 
many people, even many church-members, are tragic- 
ally ignorant as to what God means when he asks us 
to confess the name of Christ. We hear much super- 
ficial talk about being “loyal to Christ,” or being a 
“follower of Christ,” or even “believing in Christ.” 

Prayerfully read the leading editorial in this issue, 
“What Is It to Confess the Name of Christ?” 

Be sure to bring in prominently what is mcluded in 
the Christian confession of Christ, as shown so 
clearly in Romans 10:8-10, and in Hebrews 12:1, 2. 

Make sure that the class understands that confessing 
Christ to-day must include more than Peter and the 
disciples understood by it even when they had con- 
fessed his deity as the Son of God; for they were 
ignorant of his death and the meaning of his death 
(they learned it after his resurrection and Pente- 
cost), while it has been fully revealed to us. Let the 
class have copies of the pamphlet, “Was Jesus’ Life 
or Death the More Important?” (The Sunday 
School Times Company, 2 cents, 20 cents a dozen). 

VI. Verses 31-33—That Peter, representing the 
disciples, had as yet no conception of the meaning or 
necessity of Jesus’ death as our Substitute and 
Saviour, now comes out. 

Peter saw that this Jesus, their friend and teacher, 
was indeed the Jews’ Messiah, anointed (“Christ”) 
of God to be king of the Jews in fulfilment of Old 
Testament prophecy; and was also the very Son of 
God. That was ali Peter saw. So Peter’s con- 
fession was not a fully illuminated Christian con- 
fession, though it included the seed or foundation 
of Christianity in its recognition of the deity of 
Christ which (hidden then to Peter) includes the full 
and finished work of Christ, Peter’s confession was 
Christian in its substance, but Jewish in its then im- 
perfect illumination, This clearly comes out in verse 
32, when Peter repudiates the death of Christ. 

hy this word of Peter’s was attributed to Satan 
is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 5). 

Yet it was unthinkable to the ignorant disciples 
that the Messiah of God and king of the Jews, the 
very Son of God, in whom all Old Testament proph- 
ecy was bound up, coming to be the deliverer and 
king of God’s Chosen People, should be rejected by 
the official leaders of that people and put to death! 
The teaching was startling, amazing, impossible! Of 
course the disciples were wholly forgetting, or had 
never understood or accepted, Isaiah 53. They were 
so staggered that apparently they simply did not 
hear what Jesus was saying when he added quietly 


the words, “and after three days rise again” (v. 31). 
They weren’t listening now. Yet we are told that he 
“spake the saying 4 eo (v. 32). 

Then Satan-and Peter got mixed up, as Mr. Ridg- 
a! (1) shows,—it was not the first time nor last. 

atan and Peter were trying to get God to abandon 
His plan, made before the foundation of the world, 
for the salvation of the lost human race. Woe to 
Peter and ourselves if God had taken his advice! 

VII. Verses 8:34 to 9: 1.—First Christ’s death; 
then the disciples’ death—if they really wanted to be 
disciples. After one has accepted the death of Christ 
as his way of life, then for the first time can he be 
a follower of Christ; and if he wants to be a real 
follower he must by faith and in personal experience 
enter into that same death himself. An appeal for 
sacrificing everything for Christ, based on the mili- 
tary sacrifice of so many boys and men to-day, is 
made in Pucker’s Class (Mr. Rogers, 3-4). 

Having accepted Christ’s great sacrifice for us, we 
must now yield up our very being a living sacrifice to 
him (Rom. 12:1). We must recognize that in his 
death we died, as Romans 6 so wonderfully explains. 
Ask the class if they have asked God to make Gala 
tians 2: 20 a key-text of their lives, 


Teaching Points 


It is an awful thing to lay hands on God and re- 
buke him. Peter, having just confessed that Jesus 
was God, then “took him, and began to rebuke him.” 
And every one of us has done the same thing. 

Peter, as human nature always does, balks at the 
offense of the cross (1 Cor. 1:23; Gal. 5:11). 

The man who will not accept the death of Christ as 
his Substitute-Saviour does this because he will not 
admit that he needs a Saviour; he is, whether con- 
sciously or unconsciously, claiming that his life is 
such that any Saviour apart from himself is unneces- 
sary, and thereby he is “saving his life” (v. 35), or 
counting it worth while, in the way that Jesus warned 


him will mean that he will forever lose his life. . God... 


can do nothing more for him. God has done all that 
He can do in the person and death of Christ; and 
the man who rejects that puts himself beyond even 
the power of God to save him. 

But whoever accepts the “offense of the cross,” 
seeing the worthlessness and helplessness of his own 
life, his own death in trespasses and sin, and accepts 
Christ as his Substitute and Saviour, that man, letting 
his own life go as worthless, “losés his life” for 
Christ’s sake and the Gospel’s; and he has Christ’s 
word that thereby he shall save his life. 

Most people fail to see the simple meaning of our 
Lord’s word that “the gates of Hades shall not pre- 
vail against it” (Matt. 16:18),—that is, against the 
church which Christ pledged himself to build. Hades 
means the place of death (not necessarily the place of 
punishment). The gates of death are at present 
locked over the bodies of all believers who have 
fallen asleep in Christ. ‘But when at his coming 
Christ speaks the word, descending from heaven with 
a.shout (1 Thess. 4:16), those gates of death which 
at present are holding the bodies of the blessed dead 
cannot stay locked. “The gates of*Hades shall not 
prevail” against the members of the body of Christ, 
or his church. “In a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye” (1 Cor. 15:52), those gates will be burst asunder, 
and the present, temporary prevailing of Hades will be 
ignominiously ended. 

Peter deserved no credit for his great confession. 
He did not work it out for himself; flesh and blood 
could not (Matt. 16:17). God gave him his faith. 
Saving belief is always the gift of God (Eph. 2:8). 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a gveek ahead. ‘The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] . 


Jesus Transfigured (Mark 9 : 2-29). 

If there is one truth that the church and the world 
need in these dark days of world-war, it is the truth 
that is revealed in what Peter and James and John 
saw the day that Jesus tock them up into a high 
mountain apart by themselves. Let us see if we can 
discover the great message to the crisis of to-day. 

What significance have mountains in the Gospel 
teachings? . 

Why did Elijah and Moses appear with Jesus? 

What were the three talking about? | 

What: prophecy did the Transfiguration fulfil? 

Should the’ disciples have been able to heal the 
demon-possessed child? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





















































































LESSON FOR APRIL 14 (Mark 8:1to9:1) 


~The Lesson as a Whole 





_ By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Connection.—Christ was apparently still in De- 
capolis (7: 3%) on the east of the lake, his ministry 
probably lasting several months, though he did not 
remain in one place, This second miracle of feed- 
ing was perhaps worked near Bethsaida Julias, the 
site of the former miracle. Then Christ crossed to 
the western bank, and after his rebuke to the Phari- 
sees, returned to Bethsaida on his way north to 
Czsarea Philippi. Mark again shows the active, busy 
life our Lord spent. Although he went away to get 
rest for himself and his apostles, crowds came after 
him and he turns aside to minister to them. It is 
significant that he seems to keep away from Galilee 
at this time, where there was so much excitement due 
to his popularity, and also the growing opposition. 
His work there was practically over. 

Date.—Summer of A. D. 29. ‘ 

Mark’s Gospel.-—Part of the ministry in Northern 
Galilee (7: 24 to 9: 50). 

I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The Compassion of Christ (vs. 1-9). The journey 
oe Northern Galilee and then south to Decap- 
olis drew great crowds, preventing any opportunity 
of rest. rist went up into the mountain (Matt. 
15:20), o—— the high iableland of Bashan over- 
looking the Lake (Mark 5:11; 6:46). There he 
continued at least three days, surrounded by a large 
multitude, Decapolis would be half-heathen in 
population, and their zeal in staying for three days 
may be due to the influence of the demoniac (5 :1-20). 
The compassion of Jesus is the supreme cause of the 
miracle, a new feature for these Gentiles to have a 
Jewish Teacher expressing such feelings. 


The Sadness of Christ (vs. 10-13). After the mul- 
titude had gone home, Christ and his disciples seem 
to have crossed to the west side of the Lake, where 
the Pharisees came forth with deliberate attempt 

v. Ir) to question him, Perhaps his coming to the 
tiles had intensified their hostility. They asked 
some proof that he was what he claimed to be. They 
were not content with anything else, for his person- 
ality, his teaching, and his miracles were evidently 
regarded as insufficient. But he refused, sighing 
deeply in pity, because he saw in this a determined 
spirit of opposition. They had asked for a sign 
three times before (John 2:18; 6:30; Matt. 12: 38). 
He knew no sign would convince them, because of 
their bitter prejudice. Then he left them (v. 13) 
never to return. (1) 

The Warning of Christ (vs. 14-21). As he and his 
disciples recrossed the Lake, Jesus gave them a sol- 
emn warning to beware of the evil of the Pharisees 
and of Herod. Leaven is a symbol of sin corrupt- 
ing and spreading (Gal. 5:9). The sin of the Phari- 
sees was formalism; of Herod, materialism; while 
the Sadducees represented skepticism (Acts 23:8). 
The disciples thought this referred to their conver- 
sation about having only one loaf, but they were soon 
rebuked by a reminder of the circumstances .of the 
two miracles. He was not warning them about bread, 
but about corrupting teaching, and was surprised that 
they did not understand his meaning (v. 21). (2) 

The Grace of Christ (vs. 22-26). On landing, a 
blind man is brought to Christ. Blindness is very 
common in Palestine, and this man was evidently not 
born blind, for he knew what trees were like. The 
healing is of particular interest, because <f Christ’s 
employment of different methods (Matt. 9:20; John 
9:6,7). Gradualness is unique among miracles, and 
was probably due to the man’s own state of mind, 
that he might have more faith and might increasingly 
value his blessing. It is interesting that Mark alone 
also records the gradualness-of growth in the king- 
dom of God (4:28). (3). 

The Person of Christ (vs. 27-30). Czsarea Phil- 
ippi was about twenty-five miles from Galilee, and 
had been built by Herod Philip in honor of Augustus 
Cesar. This incident is a turning-point in the life of 
Christ and the climax of his public ministry. He 
had virtually withdrawn from public work and was 
about to spend most of the remainder of his time in 
training his disciples. For this reason it was essen- 
tial to show them first of all who and what he him- 
self was in person, The Person of Christ is the basis 
of Christianity. The answer of the disciples shows 
the different ideas people had about him, and it is re- 
markable that none are said to have thought he was 
the Messiah. Would not this appear sad and disap- 
pointing after his two years’ ministry? Peter, as the 
spokesman of the disciples, answers at once to the 
question what they thought of their Master, for ex- 
perience had shown them beyond question the truth 
of his Messiahship. Christ bestowed on Peter bless- 
ings (Matt. 16:17-19), which are not recorded b 
Mark, perhaps because they might seem to exalt 
Peter. The charge of silence (v. 30) was perhaps 
due to the fact that the people with their wrong ideas 
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of the Messiah would be excited and try again to 
make him King, while the time had not yet come for 


’ ‘the disciples to preach their Master. (4 


The Work of Christ (vs. 31-33). After Christ’s 
Deity comes the full revelation for the first time of 
his death and resurrection, the first of three such 
clear references. He knew long before what would 
happen (2:20), but now he tells his followers. Per- 
haps the d begun to think again of the glory of 
his kingdom, and so he be to teach them plainly 
(v. 32) of his death, so t they might learn that 
the Cross must come before the Crown. The effect 
on the apostles is seen from the rebuke of Peter (vs. 
32, 33), who had just testified to the Messiahship. 
The suffering was a stumblingblock, although it 
might have been thought the disciples would have 
learned of this (Isa. 53). The use of the word 
“Satan” shows that Christ regarded this as a tempta- 
tion of Satan to turn him back from the Cross 
(Matt. 4: 10). (5) 

The Confession of Christ (vs. 34-37). After this 
private conversation, Christ called the people to him, 
and with his disciples told them of what kind his 
service was. Every follower must be prepared for 
definite, whole-hearted surrender to Christ, even 
though it involved suffering (v. 34). The true dis- 
ciple must be devoted to his Master, not seeking to 
save his life by denying Christ or avoiding the Cross, 
which would mean losing the higher life, the soul. 
So precious is this that nothing we can gain in this 
life would be of profit, for when we choose any- 
thing lower we forfeit the higher (vs. 35-37). Thus, 
the alternatives are a larger life or a larger loss. To 
preserve self we must renounce self. 

The Coming of Christ (v. 38 to9:1). Further, the 
disciple must not bé ashamed of his Master, or some 
day his Master would be ashamed of him. Thus, 
there are three marks of true service for Christ: (1) 
denial of self; (2) devotion; (3) fearlessness. The 
reference in 9:1 is difficult, but there is no doubt 
that the primary reference is to the Transfiguration, 
which took place a week after. This was a coming 
with power and glory (2 Pet. 1: 16-18). 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 
Luke 9: 18-27, 57-62. 
1. Devotional Readings: 


(1) Romans 10:8-10, The importance of Con- 
fession of Christ: (a) the foundation (v. 8), God’s 
Word; (b) the promise (v. 9); (c) the result (v. 
10). Confession ‘of Christ is a vital part of dis- 
cipleship. Toward God it is an evidence of faith and 
a means of confirming our confidence and devotion. 
Toward man it is a testimony to our faith and 
at the same time a help to ourselves and our fellows. 


(2) Hebrews 12:1, 2. The Christian life as a 
race: (a) the prospect, “race”; (b) the preparation, 
“lay aside”; (c) the effort, “run”; (d) the incentive, 
“cloud”; (e) the inspiration, “look.” 

(3) Hebrews 12: 12-15. Exhortations to Christian 
duty: (a) to ourselves (vs. 12-15); (b) to others 
(vs. 13-15); (c) to God (vs. 14, 15). 

2. Luke 9: 18-27. The parallel passage to Mark 
8: 27-38. Four pictures of Christ: (1) as Saviour 
(vs. 18-20); (2) as Sufferer (vs. 21, 22); (3) as 
Leader (vs. 23-25); (4) as Lord (vs. 26, 27). 

* Luke 9:57-62. Three representative temperaments 
among those who are actual or prospective disciples: 
(1) impulsive (vs. 57, 58); (2) cautious (vs. 59, 60) ; 
(3) vacillating (vs. 61, 62). A recent writer has 
described these in Bunyan fashion as “Mr, Too- 
Fast,” “Mr. Too-Slow,” and “Mr. Too-Soft.” 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 
Taking the Golden Text we see these features: 


1. The Character of Discipleship. These are three: 
(1) Loyalty, “if any man would.” The will must 
first be right with Christ, (2) Life, “come.” Then 
must follow outward action. (3) Lowliness, “after 
ine.” The word literally means “behind.” This is 
the place of the true disciple. 

2. The Conditions of Discipleship. These are also 
three: (1) Relation to self, “deny.” This does not 
mean the modern self-denial, the denial to self of 
certain things; but:the denial of self itself, the refusal 
to recognize the claims of self; ignoring self, and 
doing to self what Peter did to Christ, denying it 
(Gal. 2: 19, 20). (2) Relation to the world, “take up 
his cross.” The word is never plural, “crosses.” 
There is only one, and that is always our own. The 
cross was an instrument of execution carried by the 
criminal, and it means that we are to place our life 
at Christ’s disposal, being ready, if necessary, even 
to die. This is to be done daily (Luke 9:23), and 
is a life-long attitude. We must beware of speaking 
of “crosses,” which are often sins. The only use of a 
cross is crucifixion, and it means that the Christian 
is a man with something to die for and should be 
ready for it all the time. A most impressive, fresh, 
and convincing treatment of these two points, denying 
self and taking up the cross, will be found in “Our 
Misunderstood Bible,” by Dr. H. Clay Trumbull (The 
Sunday School Times, 31) (3) Relation to Christ, 
“follow me.” This means trust and obedience, Thus, 
discipleship means God first (Gen. 1) and “none of 
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self.” We are to trust without question, to imitate 
without reserve, and to obey without hesitation, 
Why ‘did the Pharisees want a sign from heaven? 
Why was it refused? 
Distinguish the sigh of 7: 34 and 8: 12. 
_ Why did not the disciples understand Christ’s say- 
ing? (v. 16.) For what were they rebuked? 


How can we account for the gradualness of the 
miracle, especially when compared with others? 


What did Peter’s confession really mean? 


What earlier hints had been given by Christ of his 
death? ‘ 


Why did Peter rebuke his Master? Why did Christ 
call Peter “Satan”? 


Where else are references found to being ashamed 
of Christ and his cause? 


What is the probable meaning of 9:1? 
*Wycuirre CoLLece, Toronto. 


ye 
The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


ESUS had uttered a prophecy concerning Beth- 

saida: “It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and 

Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you” 
(Matt, 11:22). It was not because the people of 
Bethsaida were more wicked than those of other 
cities, but because they were persisting in unbelief 
in the face of greater evidences of the truth concern- 
ing the Person and, therefore, Divine authority of 
Jesus. For the law of judgment is according to 
light rejected (Luke 12:48). Before Bethsaida as 
a people, the predicted end was a judgment irre- 
mediable and eternal. The probation of that people 
was ended! It is one of the most awful facts of 
the Divine justice that there may come a time when 
the heart is so calloused, so set in indifference to, 
or rejection of Jesus Christ, that all the enginery 
of Divine grace can do no more (Heb. 6: 4-6). 

There is a town in these United States noted for 
its high culture and morality which a hundred and 
fifty years ago had and scornfully rejected the 
ministry of one of the mightiest ministers of the 
Gospel of the grace of God since the days of Paul. 
He was practically driven out, though the Christian 
world was resounding with his fame. Other com- 
munities welcomed him with tender’ greetings, That 
generation long ago passed into. eternity and have 
been succeeded by sons and daughters of like high 
culture and “liberal” unbelief, but there has never 
been a repentance because of that act of rejection, 
and in one hundred and fifty years that town has 
never had a revival! 

The greatest evangelists have labored there in vain. 
We do not, dare not, go beyond the mere statement 
of the facts; but one thinks of Jesus uttering his 
awful prophecy over Chorazin, Bethsaida and Ca- 
pernaum, 

It is most significant that there was still abundant 
mercy for individuals. Having abandoned Beth- 
saida to judgment, he would neither heal in that 
town, nor permit testimony to be borne there. “He 
took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of 
the town” (vs, 23, 26). So he-will soon be stand- 
ing outside the door of the church, grown luke- 
warm and self-satisfied, and, though no voice asks 
him to come in, he will still utter his wonderful 
promises to “him that overcometh” (Rev. 3: 14-22). 


DoucLaston, Lonc IsLanp, N. Y. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Don’t You Believe It?—But who say ye that I 
am? (v, 29.) Events and destinies depend upon the 
answer to this question. “He was a young Jewish 
enthusiast with altruistic ideas,” said rationalistic 
Europe, and so the churches had few attendants and 
the Lord’s Day was given up to horse races, beer 
gardens, elections and much business. And so one 
hundred years after the ripening of Voltaireism and 
infidelity, Europe saw another slaughter of its choice 
young manhood. “He is the Son of.God, the Saviour 
of the world,” says religious America, and every 
Sunday morning, when Old Sol peeps up out of the 
Atlantic off the rocks of Maine, the silver light of 
his great eye falls upon God-fearing folks. getting 
ready for church. As he swings his way across 
the sky, to the music of a million bells, he smiles 
down upon a happy nation of men and women and 
boys and girls, busy with church and Sunday-school. 
And when he drops to sleep behind the Golden Gate, 
his last rays gild the towers and steeples under 
which thousands of God-loving Americans ‘are lift- 
ing hearts and voices in evening song and praise. 
And year after year, old Mother Earth hands forth 
the bumper crops and Evangelistic America remains 
the happiest, richest, and most blessed land on the 





184 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


face of the earth. And all because the | daughters was taken ill with a. fever. 


Real America, in spite of some blemishes 
on: the surface perhaps, in the great 
heart of her answers this great question 
as Peter answered it, “Thou art the 
Christ” (Deut. 28: {2; Isa. 65: 21). 


Satan and Peter.—Get thee behind 
me, Satan (v. 33). A real smart hea- 
then, readin the Gospels for the first 
time carefully and critically, can hardly 
help concluding that Peter and Satan 
were very much mixed up with each 
other. ere he is identified as Satan 
himself. Then Luke tells us Satan 
wanted to put Peter through his thresh- 
ing machine (Luke 22: 31). In addi- 
tion Mr, Heathen is informed in John 
8: 44, that Satan is the father of liars. 
Then later Peter is shown up as a most 
monumental liar with the picturesque 
vocabulary of a profane waterman to 
boot (Mark 14: 71). Peter seems to 
have been, at this moment of his ex- 
alted confession, very close to the place 
of his descent. And is not this usually 
the case with most of us? Our old 
“Aunt Betsy” was never running 
“purtier” than just before she broke 
her axle. Laughter and tears elbow 
each other. “Touch wood!” we cry when 
some one boasts himself. Right here 
lies the truth of things. The wisest 
man can never advise you in the great 

roblems of life if he does not take 
Heaven and its Ruler into his counsel. 
No direction is safe that owe out of 
mere worldly wisdom, Why? Because 
in the next 


no one knows what is_ 4 
minute. It may be more life and it may 
be death. eter, you will notice, 


adopted the same line as the devil in the 
wilderness. Satan no more lets you 
alone than he did Jesus. He will tackle 
you through your best friends as quickly 
as he did Jesus through his best dis- 
ciple. (1) 

A Mile a Minute.—What doth it 
profit a man? (v. 36.) I am writing this 
lesson’ ‘on the train from Buffalo to 
Boston: We are two’ hours late as we 
leave Springfield. The engineer is try- 
ing to make’ up some of the lost time 
and Old Bay State landscape is flying 

ast the window a mile or two a minute. 
The train is going so fast, as the end 
man said, “it takes two folks ter talk 
about it, one ter say, ‘heah she comes’ 
and de odder to say, ‘dah she goes!’” 
I was just thinking, Now, what does it 

rofit any one on this train to get to 
Boston to-night an hour or so sooner 
than otherwise if our high speed means 
a mix-up and a morgue after a bit? 
Lots of men are driving their lives as 
that fellow up there in the cab, in oveér- 
alls and goggles, is eating up the steel 
on the Boston & Albany. Careful, yes. 
With hands on throttle and air, yes. But 
what does the terrific speed of life 
amount to, after all? When I get to 
Boston, at nine to-night, there is noth- 
ing to do but wash up and go to bed. 
When some of you fellows get to the 
end of your mile or two a minute busi- 
ness life, either on time or a little late, 
is there anything else for you to do 
but to go to bed? If this is true 
of the physical life, how infinitely more 
so of the soul. What is money, place, 
or power, if to-morrow we pass? The 
soul is everything and all. Go along 
easy and take care of that, is what 
Jesus would teach (Psa. 49:6-8; Jas. 
5: 1-3). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit iNustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, 
are greatly preferred. Lind will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 


Why the Touch?—To touch him (v. 


22). A London vicar told how in his 
parish lived a socialist, one of. whose 
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The vicar went several times to inquire 
after the girl, and on one occasion he 
found the father weeding his little 
garden. “Well,” he said, “how is the 
girl?” There was no reply. He re- 
pos the question, and at last the man 
ooked up, and there were tears in his 
eyes, “Oh, i hope the girl is not worse,” 
said the vicar. “It ain’t the girl,” was 
the reply, “it’s you. I thought some 
very hard things about the likes of you, 
and I said some ge agp things, but 
you do care about that girl of mine.” 
‘I might have preached until I was 
blind,” said the vicar in telling the 
story, “I should never have touched that 
man. You are not going to touch a man 
a mile away. You: have to get right 
down into contact with him.”—From the 
Sunday at Home. Sent by J. A, Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. 


The Daring of Service.—Whosoever 
shall lose his life . . . shall save it (v. 
35). Once when William E. Gladstone 
was facing one of the great crises of 
his political life, he sat writing one 
morning at two o'clock the speech with 
which he hoped to win a great political 
victory in the House of Commons the 
next day. At that hour there came to 
his door the mother of a poor, friend- 
less, dying cripple, and besought him to 
come and bring some message of hope 
and cheer to the hopeless boy. Without 
hesitation the great Commoner left the 
preparation of his speech, spent the 
night leading the child to Christ, staying 
till morning light, closed the eyes of the 
dead, went back to his home and faced 
his day with a smile of confidence and 
peace and power. In that hour he said 
to a friend, “I am the happiest man in 
the world: to-day.” He had been able 
to serve a little child 
house in the name of the Master. Later 
he made the greatest speech of his life 
in the House, carrying his cause to a 
triumphant success—From “Men and 
the Kingdom,” by J. C. Massee. Sent 
by J. B. Dengis, Sclkirk, Ont. 


The Place.—Whosoever shall lose his 
life for my sake and the gospel’s shall 
save it (v. 35). A person who had long 
practised many austerities without find- 
ing any comfort or change of heart was 
once complaining of his state to a cer- 
tain Bishop. “Alas!” said he, “self-will 
and self-righteousness follow me every- 
where, Only tell me where you think I 
shall learn to leave myself.’ Will it be 
by study, or prayer, or good works?” 
“T think,” replied the Bishop, “that the 
place where you lose self will be that 
where you find your Saviour.”—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustration. 

Results of Pluck.—What doth it profit 
a man, to gain the whole world, and for- 
feit his life (v. 36). The man who had 
made a huge fortune was speaking a few 
words to a number of students at a busi- 
ness class, Of course, the main theme 
of his address was himself. “All my 
success in life, all my tremendous finan- 
cial prestige,” he said proudly, “I owe 
to one thing alone—pluck, pluck, pluck!” 
He made an impressive pause here, but 
the effect was ruined by one student, 
who asked impressively, “Yes, sir; but 
how are we to find the right people to 
pluck?”"—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


When She Was Prayed For.—Who- 
soever shall be ashamed of me. ; . the 
Son of man also shall be ashamed of 
him (v. 38). The Rev. George F. Pente- 
cost tells of a timid little girl, who 
wanted to be prayed for at a religious 
meeting in the south of London. She 
wanted to come to Jesus, and said to the 
Christian man who was conducting. the 
meeting, “Will you pray for me in the 
meeting, please? But do not mention 
my name.” In the meeting which fol- 
lowed, when every head was bowed and 
there was perfect silence, the gentleman 
prayed for the little girl, and he said, 


“O Lord, tnere is a little girl who does 
not want her name known, but thou 
dost know her; save her precious soul.” 
There was stillness for a moment, and 
then away back in that congregation a 
little girl arose, and a pleading little 
voice said, “Please, it’s me; Jesus, it’s 





in a tenement. 





me.” She did not want to have a doubt, 
The more she had thought about it the 
hungrier her heart was for forgiveness. 
She wanted to be saved, and she was 
not ashamed to says “Jesus, it’s me.”— 
— by Mrs. J onant, Granville, 


Getting Rid of Crosses.—Toke up his 
cross, and follow me (Golden Text). 
We all know that a cross is made of two 
straight bars laid across each other. A 
Christian father once told his little 
og that the longer piece stood for 

s will, and the shorter piece, our 
will. When our will was contrary to 
God’s will, then we had to bear a cross. 
A lady has a little gold cross; on the 
he part of the cross the words 
“God’s will” are graven. On the cross- 
bar are the words “My will.” By touch- 
ing a spring the cross disappears, and 
leaves only a straight beam bearing the 
words “God’s will.” So when our will 
is lost in God’s, and we are indeed dead 
unto sin, it is no longer a cross to fol- 
low Christ.—Sent by J. A. Clark, Wake- 
field, Eng. 

we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
forgive our slow speech when our hearts are 
moved to speak for thee. Forgive us if we 
have secretly turned toward thee in our 
hearts, and then have refused to let men 
know that we do love thee. Give us, we pray 
thee, the true spirit of loyalty so that we 
shall not hide in a corner our purposed 
allegiance to thee, but bring it fairly out into 
the broad light of others’ vision so that all 
may know just where we stand in thy name. 
If we are holding on to any drag that keeps 
life back from thee, may we instantly let it 
go. May we count nothing dear, may we 
count nothing as having any value, unless it 
ministers to the freedom and loyalty of ser- 
vice in which thou wouldst have us work. 
We ask this in thy dear name, O Christ, 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Yow simply. can- 
not be neutral as. to Christ. You: are 
either for him or against him; for if 
you are not for him, you are. lining 
yourself up by that very fact, with those 
who are against him. Let’s not make 
any mistake about this. Let’s not con- 
fuse ourselves, whether we are young 
or older, as to the place where we really 
stand. If any of us would follow Christ 
we must put self out of account, must 
take upon ourselves the cross that is the 
sign of life laid down entirely and un- 
reservedly. Then we must step out after 
Jesus to follow where he leads. Have 
you any doubt about anything that you 
are holding on to in your life? Have 
you any question about uniting with the 
church, now that you believe on Jesus 
Christ? This lesson drives home two 
great facts about following Christ: first, 
you must be willing to say just who he 
is, and stand for what you say; second, 
you must be willing to put yourself en- 
tirely out of account and to follow him. 

FOR 


acainst CHRIS T 


—ONE OR THE OTHER— 
WHICH ? 














And you are answering that question 
now! May you answer it as the dear 
Lord longs to have you answer! 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Lesson Hymns: and Psalms 
“ Safely through another. week.” 
“More about Jesus.” 

“Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” 
“I can hear my Saviour calling.” 
“ Take my life and let it be.” 
“Jesus calls us o'er the tumult.” 
“O Jesus, I have promised.” 
“ Jesus, I my cross have taken.” 


(References -in parentheses. are, to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 


Psalm 30 : 1-12 (65 : 1, 2). 


Psalm 18 : 1-25 (33 : 1-3). 
Psalm 27 : 1-14 (58 : 1-3). 
Psalm 23 : 1-6 (45 : 1-3). 
Psalm go: 1-9 (89: 1-3). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Helpers of Jesus 
try to help others (a continuation of 
last Sunday’s truth). 


Notes—There are several points of 
resemblance between last week’s lesson 
and to-day’s. Both describe miracles of 
healing which occurred during a trip 
around the Sea of Galilee. In each story 
an afflicted man was brought to Jesus. 
Each time Jesus led the man away from 
the crowd, and after healing him asked 
him not to tell. 

The same memory text is chosen for 
both lessons. To-day’s story is very 
short, requiring less than three minutes 
to tell. It should be supplemented by 
telling of various agencies in Christian 
lands and wherever Christian mission- 
aries go, to help unfortunate people who 
are deaf, blind, crippled, or sick, 


Review.—Jesus and his disciples made 
a trip to the cities and towns around 
the Sea of Galilee. Sometimes they 
walked ; ‘sometimes they rode in a boat. 
Wherever they went people came to hear 
Jesus talk, or to bring sick or unfortu- 
nate friends for Jesus to heal. 

Last week’s story told about a deaf 
man who could not talk plamly. Show 
your picture and let the children tell 
how erry led the man aside, then 
prayed,--as he touched and cured him. 
Some children may have learned. addi- 
tional items about schools for the deaf 
in our. own or other Christian lands. 


Lesson Story—At another place, some 
friends brought a blind man, and asked 
Jesus to touch him to make him well. 
To get away from the crowd, Jesus took 
the lind man by the hand and led him 
out of the town. He must have prayed 
as he moistened his fingers and touehed 
the man’s eyes. Then he asked what he 
saw. ‘The man could not see plainly, 
for he said, I-see men as trees walking. 
Again Jesus put his hands on his eyes. 
When the man looked up he could see 
clearly. How happy he must have been 
to see the kind face of Jesus first 
of all! He surely must have wanted to 
stay with him, to be one of his followers. 


“His hands were always helping 
And His eyes were always kind, 
And He never was too busy 
To heal the sick and blind.” 
(Song Stories for the Sunday School, Clayton 
F. Summy Co., Chicago, 15 cents.) 


After the Story—Last week we 
talked about schools for the deaf, where 
children and older people are taught to 
watch the lips of others, who talk to 
them, so that they understand what they 
say. They are taught also to shape 
their own lips, tongues, and teeth- so 
that they can speak and be understood 
by .others. 

In Christian lands there are also 
schools for the blind. Have you ever 
seen a blind man walking alone along 
the street, feeling his way -with a cane? 

If you have evér played Blind Man’s 
Buff you know how hard it is to find 
your -way .without seeing, and to tell 
which little friend you have caught. 

In schools for the blind the books 
have raised letters and figures; which 
children can learn to read with their 
fingers. - (If -you cannot show any 
raised type, you can show some em- 
bossed printing, to give the idea.) 

Blind people learn to read quickly 
with their finger-tips, and. understand 
what they read as well as you do, They 
learn to write by making dots with a 
little metal frame. 

Because of the ,great explosion in 
Halifax last winter, more than two 
hundred people were blinded in both 
eyes, and many others in one eye, by 
pieces of glass which struck them. Kind 
doctors bandaged their eyes. Some of 
the children did not know they were 
blind, for they asked: When will. it be 
morning? or when will it get light? 
Schools are planned where such chil- 
dren may be taught. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 14 (Mark 8:1 tog: 1) 


In the great war many soldiers have 
been blinded, and they must go to school 
to learn to read with their fingers and 
to do new kinds of work. 

In far-away lands Where missionaries 
have gone they found many grown peo- 
ple. and children who were blind, be- 
cause they did not keep their eyes clean 
or brush away poisonous flies. Mission- 
aries teach the people how to take better 
care of their eyes, and they have cured 
many whose eyes were diseased. Mis- 
sionaries have collected unused spec- 
tacles in our country to carry to other 
lands to give them away to people who 
cannot see well. How surprised they 
are to find out that glasses can help 
them to see so much better! 

Helpers of Jesus are always glad to 
help others who are unfortunate, be- 
cause Jesus taught them, Be ye kind. 

Help the children to know the won- 
derful. way in which Helen Keller 


- learned so many things although she 


was both deaf and blind. Or tell of 
Fanny Crosby, who wrote such beauti- 
ful songs to cheer other people. She be- 
came blind when a little girl, and lived 
to be ninety-four. 

Expression—Let us thank our Heav- 
enly Father daily for our sight and 
hearing, and ask him to make us always 
_kind and thoughtful toward unfortunate 
people. 

Peoria, Itt, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Use the map to trace the journey 
which will place this lesson in its place 
in the outline. 

The confession, (1) of the apostles, and 
(2) of ourselves. 

The_ loyalty, (1) of the apostles, and 
(2) of ourselves. 











SINCE. your home study this time was 


on the outline which was. begun in 
class, use the homemade map to locate 


’ ‘this lesson as to time and place. Actu- 


ally mark on your map the journeys 
spoken of in Mark 7:31; 8:10, 13, 22, 
and 27. This will make real your brief 


. word of description as to the distinctive 


characteristics of each region visited, 
especially of the secluded beauty and 
invigorating mountain climate of the 
Mt: Hermon district, Note that when 
Jesus would induce clear, deep thinking 
in his disciples he led them away from 
the busy, crowded cities and much- 
traveled roads to such “desert” places. 
He evidently felt, is we do, the God- 
ward lift in the atmosphere of lofty 
mountains, and he would give these men 
every help in their spiritual growth. So 
for this pivotal “confession of faith” 
which he was seeking, upon which to 
found his world-wide church, he sought 
with them the slopes of the loftiest 
peak within possible reach. Note the 
oft-repeated little trips across the Gali- 
lee lake. How he must have loved the 
blue waters and refreshing breezes after 
the heat and dust of the highways! Re- 
member how susceptible young girls are 
to the loveliness of the outdoor world, 
and use this opportunity to make Jesus 
more real to them; to make them feel 
at home with him on such travels. (1) 

Now use the informal: question and 
answer method for the heart of this 
lesson, Peter’s confession. eg used it 
himself, you notice, and what finer ex- 
ample as teacher could we follow? 

Just when did he ask his first leading 
question? (Mark 8:27.) What a good 
time for intimate, thought-provoking 
questions is a journey, without interrup- 
tion, with no immediate business to 
divide one’s mind. There is no evading 
a pointed question asked under such 
conditions; the direct answer must come 
back, Teachers, is this our lesson to- 
day? Have you tried such an oppor- 
tunity to ask for a serious answer to 
the great question from that gay little 
girl who evades every issue in the pres- 
ence of others? 

And just what did Jesus ask? How 
skilfully did he lead directly ‘from the 
question of general: interest to the one 
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The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


of supreme individual importance! Find 
out whether the girls think that he asked 
this for his own information alone, or 
for the sake of crystallizing ‘tke faith of 
his disciples. Upon what did Peter base 
his answer? Notice that he asked 
“them,” and Peter answered. Have your 
girls discovered for themselves the im- 
petuousness of this most “human” 
apostle? Was his faith really stronger 
than the others’, or his courage gréater? 
Could any other question have»been of 


such deep importance just then? Could’ 


Jesus have gone any farther with his 
teaching of them without this open con- 
fession of their faith in his Deity? 

Teachers, have you turned from the 
general question about the Christ to ask 
the direct personal one, “Who do you 
say that I am?”. Jesus would win 
Peter’s answer from each girl in your 
class for her own sake, to give shape 
and strength to the faith that may be 
within her heart. It is not enough to 
believe on him. Romans 10:9 clearly 
states that open confession is necessary. 
Pray earnestly that this may be the time 
of their great confession to his great 
question. . 

Ah, but such confession without gen- 
uine loyalty to follow it, what of that? 
Notice how at once Jesus begins to 
teach Peter and the others of his suffer- 
ing, which was so unbearable to warm- 
hearted Peter that he remonstrates vig- 
orously with his Master, How strange 
such teaching in the face of their decla- 
ration, and his acceptance, of his Deity! 
Small wonder that Peter protests. But 
what did Jesus say to him? Would 
Jesus’ loyalty to his mission falter in 
the face of any suffering? Neither he 
nor his disciples must “mind the things 


_of men,” but of God. 


Perhaps we might think such a test 
was for that time of his own supreme 
trial alone,—the cross ahead of him but 
a little while. But to whom does he 
teach the same lesson immediately? (v. 
34.) Surely we, you and your girls, be- 
long in that multitude to whom he said, 
“If any man would come after me, let 
him deny himself.” 

Do not be afraid of the hardness of 
this lesson for your girls. Jesus was 
not, for his pupils. Out of his great love 
for them he taught them thus, Is your 
love great enough so to teach? 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 9: 2-29 
After a few suggestions from you, ask 
the girls to place the events discussed 
to-day in their outlines, at the proper 
place. 


Ask three girls to read for report in 
class the three accounts of the Trans- 





figuration, in Matthew 17, Mark 9, and 
Luke 9. 


Ask two thoughtful girls to try to 
prepare brief statements of the life, aim, 
and work of Moses and Elijah; just a 
sentence for each: 


AtTLantA, GA. 
we 


Pucker’s “‘Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ‘O: Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Jesus:training his scouts; 
story in.Matthew read. as dialogue. 

Explanations: The ‘leaven of Herod; 
calling Peter Satan. 

Teachings: Salvation depends on a 
clear faith in Jesus’ deity; proofs of 
his deity; salvation means Sacrifice. 

Illustrations: Blackboard diagram; 
what a deserter saves and loses. 





’ heaven. 








ESUS was giving lots of attention at 

this time to training those twelve who 

had passed their tenderfoot tests and 
had become second class Scouts, At 
least that is what teacher says. They 
were in a patrol by themselves, and 
Peter seems to have been their leader, 
so I guess you could call it the Rock 
Patrol. In this lesson Jesus took them 
on a longer hike, away up north near 
Czsarea Philippi, Fred pointed it out 
on the map, and teacher showed us a 
picture of that region in his teachers’ 
magazine. 

We turned back to the account in 
Matthew and read it as a dialogue. 
Teacher took the part of Jesus, and 
Bulldog Jones was Peter. He brought 
it out great: “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” But he didn’t 
much like it when teacher told him to 
“Get thee behind me, Satan.” 

Jesus wanted his disciples to have a far 
higher faith than the crowds had at 
that time. He didn’t want them to come 
down to the Herod idea (Mark 6:14; 
8:15). So he drew a sharp line be- 
tween Messiah and anything less, and 
put it up to them straight. Which will 
you take? 

Teacher says the same thing is going 
on now, everywhere. There are Phari- 
sees and Herods right in some churches, 
who are trying to make out that Jesus 
was only a good man, a great teacher, 
the noblest of the prophets, or some- 
thing like that. But the only thing that 
can save from sin and win a lost world 
is the assurance of Peter: “Thou art 
the Christ, the Son-of.the living God.” 
Peter came right out.flatfooted about it, 
and teacher says that’s -what every Chris- 
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tian ought to-do. That is the only foun- 
dation that the church can hope to stand 
secure on. 

“How did Peter come to be so sure?” 
asked Fatty. (1) 

“Huh, look at all them miracles,” re- 
plied Bulldog. “Do you think any man 
could raise the dead Be 

“And look how he taught,” added 
Fred, “ just as if he had just come from 

“Then there was their own experi- 
ence,” went on Bert, “Peter and the 
rest must have known that their sins 
were forgiven, and no mere prophet 
could have done that.” 

“IT guess it was faith,” declared little 
Carl. 

Teacher said those were all good rea- 
sons, and that there was still another in 
Matthew 16:17. We looked it up and it 
said God had revealed it to Peter. 

“Now,” says teacher, “we have a pretty 
poet answer to the question how to 

now that Jesus is the Son of God.” So 
he put it on the blackboard: 


Witnesses to Christ’s Deity 
1. His miracles. 
2. His teachings. 
3. His pardoning power. 
4. Our faith. 
5. God’s Holy Spirit. 


“That settles it,” declared teacher, 
bringing his fist down on the table— 
whack! “The only thing is for us to 
let him dwell! richly in our hearts.” (2) 

Well, when Jesus had got that point 
settled in their hearts, he went on to the 
next lesson; that the Messiah had come 
to be a sacrifice. Peter didn’t swallow 
that so easy, and Jesus had to call him 
names to settle him. Of course Jesus 
only meant that the devil was usin 
Peter to tempt Jesus, just as he Aon | 
him out there in the. wilderness. That’s 
how Jesus knew it was the, same old 
devil, 

Teacher: says we. must all, be: careful 
that Satan: doesn’t try ‘to camouflage 
himself in. us, and so get us to tempt 
other boys. Then he went on to show 
from the rest of the lesson;,that the 
center of the Christian life.is sacrifice. 
-We’ve got to deny that we belong to 
ourselves, and be ready to die for 
Christ, if necessary. (3) 

“Why not?” says teacher. “If mil- 
lions of men are ready to die for their 
country and liberty, why should any sol- 
yan Christ’s army hold back at sacri- 

ce?” 

Bumps couldn’t see how a boy could 
lose his life and save it too. But teacher 
said it was like a soldier trying to save 
himself by deserting. e might save his 
skin, but lose everything that makes life 
worth while. (4) 

Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 9: 2-29 

What happened to Jesus on the moun- 
tain? (Matt. 17:2; Luke 9: 29.) 

How did Moses and Elijah get to 
heaven? ‘ 

What did Moses and Elijah talk with 
Jesus about? (Luke 9: 31.) 

What did Peter mean by tabernacles? 

What kind of a cloud was this? 
(Matt. 17:5.) 

Why should God command the dis- 
ciples to hear Jesus? (Mark 9:7.) 

Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





April 8 to 14 
Mon.—Mark & : 27-38. 
Jesus Requires Confession and Loyalty, 
We owe it to our Lord to confess him 
before men. Faith which is not avowed 
is not faith at all. Those who loyally 
stand by our Lord in this “adulterous 
and sinful generation” shall not be for- 
gotten by Christ when he comes in the 
giory of his Father. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for an in- 
tenser spirit of intercession; that those 
who are “the Lord’s remembrancers” may 





be completely surrendered to God in 
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space of ten issues. 


By 
Thomas Tiplady complete in itself, 


OUR SPECIAL OFFER fsx 2, 9° DOLLAR, wm car cotnes cts 
including the entire series. Send your dollar at once. 


Not a romance or love story, but a series of actual in- 
cidents—human interest sketches. 


All the thrilling, soul-stirring experiences that fall to the 
lot of a common soldier are described by a man who 
has passed through and shared them, and related in a 
fashion ghat convinces, burns, illumines, enthralls. 


We consider it a piece of good fortune to secure these 
sketches for our readers. 


The series will spread over a 
Each issue will have an incident 
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their inner lives, and that there may be 
more real agony of soul in all their 
petitions; for all intercessory prayer 
leagues, prayer circles, and groups of 
intercessors meeting in His name, 


Tues.—Mark 8: i-13. 
A Miraculous Supply of Food. 
With our Lord “there is bread enough 
and to spare.” In feeding the hungry 
multitudes the Saviour proclaims him- 
self to be the source of supply for hu- 
man wants. The physical miracle of 
feeding the thousands may well be sym- 
bolic of his ability to satisfy the deeper 
needs of the soul. 
Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
true-hearted men and women who real- 
ize that the first need of our nation ts 
an awakened conscience; that their 
‘efforts to arouse may be gréatly and in- 
creasingly ‘successful, and that’ they 
_ themselves may be wonderfully sus 
“tained by the presence of God. 


Wed.—Mark 8: 14-20. Feeding and Healing. 


Some of our Lord’s followers were 
dull scholars. Repeated displays of his 
power failed to convince them of his 
sufficiency, and it must have been pain- 
ful to his heart to be doubted by those 
who had witnessed such overwhelming 
evidence of his goodness. When we 
distrust the works of God we ought to 
upbraid our foolish hearts. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that in the 
midst of many unprecedented experi- 
ences of these days the people may real- 
ise as never before their utter depend- 
ence on God, even for the necessities of 
life; that there may be a growing wil- 
lingness to endure inconvenience that 
the starving in other lands may be fed. 
Thurs.—1 Kings 18 : 30-39. 

Loyalty te Jehovah. 

Elijah presents the oft-repeated type 
of God’s servants who stand alone 
against the world. In contests of truth 
with error the few have generally stood 
against the many. “Among the faith- 
less, faithful only he.” lijah stood 
fearlessly alone, having Jehovah as his 
protection and support. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
workers who are endeavoring to teach 
the people of foreign speech the English 
language may be greatly helped, and 
that their motives may be not only pa- 
triotic but also Christian. Pray for all 
who are preparing to spread the Gospel 
in distant lands. 


Fri.—Psa. 63: 1-11. Personal Confession. 


The arrangement of this Psalm may 
be found in the threefold occurrence 
of the emphatic word “My soul”; “My 
soul thirsteth” (v..1); “My soul shall 
be satisfied” (v. 5) ; “My soul followeth” 
(v. 8). The soul that knows its own 
needs will assuredly thirst after God, 
for nowhere else can it find satisfac- 
tion. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray that the 
selfish spirit that thinks of personal 
comforts and personal profits may more 
and more die out of the hearts of men, 
and that the good of all may be 
the dominant thought, and that the spirit 








of self-sacrifice may not fail in this 
hour of crucial testing. 


Sat.—Luke 9: 57-62. Following Jesus. 


Nothing must be allowed to prevent 
our following Christ fully; no matter 
how sacred the duty nor how binding 
the office, nor how trying the test, our 
Lord’s claims must have priority, other- 
wise we are not fit for the Kingdom of 
God. To follow means to trust, obey, 
and imitate. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for our 
splendid Red Cross workers who are 
giving themselves so willingly to Christ- 
like service; for the ambulance men in 
the armies that they may themselves 
know God and thus be able to help the 
wounded spiritually as well as physi- 
cally; for our medical staffs, on. whom 
so much depends. 


Sun.—Matt. 16: 32-39. Confessing Christ. 


They who profess him must qongees 
him. We should never be ashamed of 
our relation to Christ. Our confession 
is an evidence of the sincerity of our 
faith, and by it his name is glorified, 
sinners are convicted and the saints 
edified, and for it~we shall be abun- 
dantly recompensed. 

PraYER SvuccEesTiIons: Pray that a 
mighty tide of the true prayer spirit 
may flow into the churches of Christ 
everywhere; that we may, as a people, 
be deeply humbled before our holy God; 
that we may feel our responsibility to 
the various nationalities who have made 
their home in this country. 


New York City, 





2 Children at Home 








Blind Man Blink 
By Nancy Byrd Turner 


HE twins began to look solemn as 

the afternoon passed. They had 
watched for father and mother all day, 
and now it was very late. Visiting at 
Aunt Mary’s was pleasant, but they 
wanted a sigkt of home-folks, now. 

“There’s a frog in my throat,” Julie 
whispered to Rose. 

“The more you notice him,” Rose 
whispered back, “the worse he’ll behave. 
There’s one in mine, too.” 

Aunt Mary came out on the porch. 
“I’ve just remembered a game,” she 
said. “We made it up ourselves when 
we were little. It’s called ‘Blind Man 
Blink.’ ” 

This sounded interesting; Rose and 
Julie forgot about their throats. 

“There'll be two blind men,” Aunt 
Mary went on, “and two guides. Winnie, 
go bring two large pocket-handkerchiefs, 
ee Rose and Julie may be blinded 

rst.” 

They had great fun over the blind- 
folding. Winnie covered Rose’s eyes, 
and Jock managed at last to fasten the 
bandage around Julie’s curly head. 

“Now,- then,” Aunt Mary directed, 
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“turn them slowly around until they 
can’t tell which way they're facing.” 

Jock and Winnie obeyed, turni 
their little cousins round and reinece | 
“How queer!” Rose laughed, when she 
came to a standstill. “I might be down 
in a cistern for all I can tell!” 

“Lead the blind men, now,” Aunt 
Mary. said, “anywhere you like, and try 
to get them as lost as you can. Then 
at last, when you're ready to stop, the 
one that comes nearest to guessing right 
wins the prize.” 

Jock and Winnie set off in different 
directions with their charges, all four 
full of excitement. The twins walked a 
little awkwardly at first, lifting their 
feet high, but the two guides promised 
that they should not stumble. 

Round and round, up and down, the 
two couples went, having lots of fun. 
Rose declared that Winnie was leading 
her over a steep cliff when she was 
merely stepping into a small hollow 
that used to be a flower-bed, and every 
slope seemed like a high hill, 

They could hear Julie’s laughter in 
the back yard. “I know now where I 
am, Jock!” she was crying. “In the 
front road, ’cause here’s sand. No, I’m 
somewhere near the kitchen, for I hear 
cook beating eggs!” 

All four were laughing heartily when 
Aunt Mary came out and made a sign 
to Jock and Winnie. She had spied 
something that the busy little leaders 
had missed—two persons turning in the 
big gate from the road that led to the 
station. She whispered something 
softly first in Winnie’s ear, then in 
Jock’s. 

A little later Rose stopped short with 
a little gasp. “Ouch!” she said. “Win- 
nie, you've led me straight into a tree!” 

But it seemed to be a‘ curious tree, 
not at all hard, and she could make out 
a queer ticking close to her ear. She 
began to feel the trunk, carefully, 

“Daddy Ray!” she cried joyfully, 
clutching the. object tight. , “It’s, Daddy 


Ray. I thought that was the funniest |- 
She was too excited} 


bark I ever felt!” 
to notice another figure standing near. 

Julie was too far away to catch this, 
coming slowly across the yard with 
Jock, still wearing her bandage. Aunt 
Mary made signs to Rose to keep quiet, 
and Jock dropped Julie’s hand for an 
instant. Before she could object, a 
warm hand was guiding her again. She 
squeezed it hard and gave a little skip. 

“Now!” said Jock’s voice in her ear. 
“Stop walking, now. Tell me where 
you are.” 

Julie stopped short and raised her 
head. Where was she, sure enough? 
“I—I don’t know,” she faltered, stretch- 
ing out her arms. “And I was so sure 
I could tell, too!” 

She stood very still for a little- while 
longer,—then, all at once, she laughed 
aloud. “I don’t know where I am,” she 
cried, “but I know it’s somewhere near 
my mother, I know it! I can smell the 
*licious toilet water she uses, and I can 
feel her in the air!” 

All at once she felt herself penned in 
two loving arms. The bandage slipped 
from her eyes, and there was Mother! 

“Who won the prize?” asked Jock, 
hopping up and down. “It’s a box of 
butter-scotch.” 

“You may have the  butter-scotch, 
Jock,” Rose said, swinging Daddy’s 
hand. 

“Yes, let him have the butter-scotch,” 
Julie echoed. “We don’t want to take 
all the prizes, you see!” 


Boston, Mass. 
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Have you neglected that New Year 
resolution you made to learn a Bible 
verse every day during 1918? The year 
is yet young and one of the excellencies 
of The Bible Success Band Booklet is 
that one may begin at any time during 
the year to memorize. Bishop Moule, 
Francis E. Clark, Marion Lawrance, 
David S. Cairns, and A. C. Dixon have 
all written for the 1918 Booklet, and a 
Christian leader says “it is the best yet.” 
A single copy costs I5 cents, ten or 
more 12 cents each. Order from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia. 


MARCH 30, 1918 
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SIX ase) JUBILATE 


1S THE BEST HYMNAL THEY HAVE EVER USED 


Send for sample now. To be returned in days 
or paid for. Every song high grade, but not ificult. 
Jubilate in your school will increase attendance. 


GREAT DEPARTMENTS OF SONG FOR 
EVERY SUNDAY SCHOOL USE. 


Prices to suit—$20.00, $25.00, $30.00 $35.00 the hundred 
1018-20 Arch Street, i 
Hall-Mack Co.{ 39353 Se_ Panda 
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Wedding Invitations ‘== 
Engraved 
To the average Engraver a wedding invitation is 
merely a pete ft = product, but to the user it is an 





influence worth just wnat it brings in refinement and 
influence. The end to be obtained overshadows all 
questions of price. Our work is correct. Samples 
mailed on request. 


MANUFACTURING STATIONERS AND ENGRAVERS, LOUISVILLE, KY. 
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TheChristWeForget 


A LIFE OF OUR LORD FOR MEN OF TO-DAY 


By P. WHITWELL WILSON 
One of the Editors of the London Daily News. 
The author, an English University man, 
brilliant journalist, and sometime member of 
Parliament, writes the story of Jesus of Naza- 
reth in a wonderfully arresting fashion. This 
is just the book to give to those of whom the 
— is being asked, ‘‘ What think ye of 
rist?’’ 


Cloth, fully indexed, $1.50 net, postpaid 


For sale by The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, - - - Philadelphia 


Personal ; Sending the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense. 


Che Sunday School Gis 


Philadelphia, March 30, 1918 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-803 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: ; ‘ 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 
package ta one address, $1 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy. _ years, we 
* ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 14 (Mark 8:1 tog: 1) 





For a Continent -Wide Children’s Week 


Is your Sunday-school planning to have a part in it? 





‘/T’HE voices of the children of bat- 
tle-torn Europe and Asia are 
heard the world around,” says Mrs. 
Maud Junkin Baldwin, Elementary Su- 
perintendent of the International Sun- 
day School Association in a_call to 
observe a Continent-Wide Children’s 
Week from May 5 to 12, 1918. : 

The —_ is bs have a eceneataante 
campaign for the purpose of emphasiz- 
ing the religious education of children 
‘under the auspices of the Elementary 
Division of the International Sunday 
School Association at Chicago. j 

In sounding this call Mrs. Baldwin 
goes on to say that these children in the 
world’s war zones “are asking for bread 
and clothing and shelter and love and 
education and every other necessity of 
childhood.” These cries must be heeded. 
But there is appalling need at home, too. 
Mrs. Baldwin continues: 

“As yet the physical and intellectual 
needs of most of the children of the 
North American Continent are being 
met, but just as great a need is being 
neglected—that is, their need of re- 
ligious education, Good bodies and 
good minds must be guided by trained 
consciences and wills—consciences which 
know right from wrong as defined b 
Christ and wills which can force selfis 
mortals to obey their consciences, to 


. deny ‘themselves and to follow the 


Master even unto the end. 

“They are dependent upon parents, 
teachers, and other adults for the pro- 
vision ‘of all their needs known and un- 
known to themselves. They are doome 
to large or small lives according to the 
vision of the adults in their environ- 
ment. Of. the twenty-five million chil- 
dren only thirteen million are receiving 
religious education.” 

The object of the observance of Chil- 


' dren’s Week will be to assist the parents 


and . Sunday-school teachers of North 
America to provide religious nurture 
and education for the children under 
their care. The program will therefore 
include: 


1. Educational meetings for Sunday- 
school teachers and for parents of chil- 
dren, in the local churches and in the 
community, 

2. A canvass of the community for 
the purpose of enrolling babies on the 
Cradle Roll and older children (not at- 
tending Sunday-school) in the Begin- 
ners, Primary, and Junior Departments. 

3. A campaign ‘for better equipment, 
graded departmental organization, 
graded lessons, and teachers in training 
in each school. 


4. The organization of new Cradle 
Rolls, Beginners, Primary, and Junior 
Departments wherever needed. 

5. Local church as well as community 
social meetings and parties for-mothers 
and children. 

6. Special services in each Sunday- 
school at the time of regular services. 


7. Several community services for the 
purpose of learning the religious needs 
of the children and of outlining plans 
for meeting those needs. 


A carefully prepared program has 
been suggested for Children’s Week for 
local churches and Sunday-schools. It 
may be that some churches and com- 
munities will not be able to do all that 
is suggested for this week. Such com- 
munities need not be hindered from do- 
ing what they can and reporting what 
is done. 

Sunday 

1. A morning sermon by the pastor. 
Subject, “The Christian Nurture and 
Education of Children.” Text, “Feed 
my lambs.” (The following books may 
be found in most libraries and will prove 
helpful: “The Unfolding Life,” Lamor- 
eaux ; “Hints on Child Training,” Trum- 
bull; “Religious Education in the Fam- 
ily,” Cope; “The Church and Her 


Children,” Hulbert; “The Natural Way 
in Moral 


Training,” DuBois; “The 








Child as God’s Child,” Rishel; “The 
Unfolding of Personality,” Thistleton ; 
“The Dawn of Character,” Mumford; 
“Children’s Ethics,” Cabot; “The Re- 
ligious Education of an American Citi- 
zen,” Peabody.) 

2. A meeting of all the Elementary 
workers, including Cradle Roll, Begin- 
ners, Primary, and Junior workers and 
teachers of the community, under the 
leadership of the Township, District, 
City, or County Elementary Superinten- 
dent, for the purpose of praying for 
Gases in conducting the ildren’s 

eek program, and also for the purpose 
of conferring with each other in regard 
to final arrangements which may need 
adjustment. 


Monday 


A meeting of all the Elementary 
workers of each local Sunday-school, pre- 
sumably at the Sunday-school building. 
At this ag oy | each person will re- 
ceive from the leader (chosen by them 
several weeks before) final instructions 
in regard to the homes to be visited; a 
list of the homes assigned to her or to 
him; also any literature to be distrib- 
uted. 

Tuesday 


Visitation of the homes in which chil- 
dren are known to live. The visitor 
should explain as seems necessary the 
following: 


1. The purpose of Children’s Week. 

2. The Church’s interest in the general 
welfare, and especially the religious edu- 
cation of the children. 

3. The Sunday-school’s plans for as- 
sisting the home in the work of religious 
education. (Explain aim of the work 
in the Cradle Roll, Beginners, Primary, 
and Junior Departments. } 

4. Explain the need of home co-oper- 
ation, and tell parents just what the 
Sunday-school and church desire from 
them; also learn what the home desires 
the church to do to assist it in the Chris- 
tian education of the children. 


5. Leave leaflet explaining the work of 
the department which the child of the 
home attends on Sunday. 


6. Announce the special meetings of 
the week; that is, the parents’ meetings 
at the local church on-Wednesday even- 
ing; the children’s parties or picnics or 
parades on Thursday afternoon; the 
community parents’ meeting on Friday 





evening, fhe Sunday morning service 
when the findings of Children’s Week | 
work will be reported. | 


Wednesday 


1. Visitation of homes continued, if 
not completed on Tuesday. ; 
2. Reports completed and handed to 


local Sunday-school leader. Reports 
may include: 





(a) Number of homes visited, 

(b) Names of new members secured 
for Cradle Roll, Beginners, Primary, or 
Junior Departments, 


(c) Homes the pastor should visit. 


(d) Homes where any special need 
exists. 


3. A meeting of the parents and Sun- 
day-school teachers of the children at 
the church during the evening. The 
leaders should be the pastor and the 
Sunday-school superintendent. The topic 
for discussion should be “The Home and 
Church at Work for the Children of the 
Community.” A definite statement 
should be made in regard to the work 
of the Sunday-school, its needs, the 
necessity for trained parents and teach- 
ers; the ways in which all adults can 
assist in the work of child nurture. 
Close with a prayer-meeting. There 
may be an exhibit of the handwork done 
by the Primary and Junior pupils at this 
time, 


Thursday 
Parties or picnics for the children and 





their mothers under the direction of the 
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Sunday-school teachers of the children, 

or, if a community affair, under the 

leadership of the Township, City, or 

County Elementary Superintendent. 
The program should include: 


Stories, songs, games, some service 
for others (such as the preparation of 
postcard pictures or scrap-books for the 
mission field or soldier or children’s hos- 
pitals), and light refreshments. 

For suggestions as to plans, songs, 
games, etc., see: 

Chapter 22, “The Cradle Roll Depart- 
ment,” Sudlow. 

“Children’s Parties for Sunday School 
and Home,” Fitch. 

eae Stories for the Sunday School,” 


ill. 

“Carols,” Leyda. 

“Games for the Home, the School, and 
the Play Ground,” Bancroft. 

“Games and Folk Dances,” Stecher. 

“For the Children’s Hour,” Bailey. 

“Tell Me a Hero Story,” Stewart, 

“The Story Hour;” Wiggin. : 

“Things to Make,” Hutton. 

Friday 

Attend the community mass meeting 
of all parents and Elementary Sunday- 
school teachers, arranged under the aus- 
pices of the Township, City, or County 
Sunday School Association. 


Saturday 


Final preparations for the meeting on 
Sunday. Look after the decorations of 
the church; the program; the literature 
to be distributed; the arrangements for 
receiving new pupils in each department 
of the Sunday-school. 


Sunday 
At the morning service: 


1. A report of the work of the week 
by the pastor, also a statement of the 
needs of the children and of what the 
church desires from those .present to 
help it meet those needs, and an earnest 
appeal. that all who love Christ show 
their allegiance to him by aiding his 
children, 

2. At the Sunday-school session—a re- 
ception and recognition of new mem- 
bers; a statement of new plans for or- 
ganizing and equipping the school, and 
or the better teaching and training of 
the children (if there be any), and an 
appeal for the full co-operation of all 
present. 





What is sin? 


This question is answered on 
page 1194 of the 


Scofiel 


Reference Bible 
Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 


Helps at all the hard places in the 

Bible on the w they oc- 

eur. Dr. Seoheld's helps are equal 
— to a Bible study course. 

New Edition. 2 Sizes. 32 Styles 

Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 

India Paper. Circular upon request.. At all dealers. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32d Street, - - . - New York 























New Maps for Old 


EVER was there keener interest than to- 
day, t out the length and breadth 
of the land, in Old World scenes and stories. 
You can picture them best with the aid of the 


Bausch [omb 
Balopticon 
THE PERFECT STEREOPTICON 





For formal lecture, or informal for edu- 

cation or diversion—in church or —the 

balltees pictus, from oe RN 
tern 

ints: We et ab tor 


Bausch & Lomb Optical Co. 
527 St. Panl St.,Rechester,N.Y. 


imerican M. 
High ‘Srade Optioal Products 














Books for Parents and 
Elementary Teachers 








The Unfolding Life. By Antoinette A. 
Lamoreaux (Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, 75 cents). 


Hints on Child Training. By H. C. Trum- 
— Scribner’s Sons, New York, 
1.25). 


A Study of Child Nature. By Elizabeth Har- 
rison (Chicago Kindergarten College, Chi- 
cago, $1). ‘ 

Children’s Rights. By Kate Douglas Wiggin 
and Nora Archibald Smith (Houghton 
Mifflin Company, Boston, $1). 

The First Three Years of Childhood. By 
Bernard Perez (C. W. Bardeen, Syracuse, 
New York, $1.50). 

Object Lessons for the Cradle Roll. By F. 
W. Danielson (Pilgrim Press, Boston, $1). 

The Cradle Roll Department. By E. W. Sud- 
low (Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
Philadelphia, 35 cents). 

The Beginners Worker and Work. By 


Frederica Beard (The Abingdon Press, New 
York, 75 cents). 


Our Juniors, How to Teach and Train Them. 
By Maud Junkin Baldwin (Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, 45 cents). 




















GARDEN TOOLS 
Answer the ‘‘war gardener’s’’ big 


question: How can I produce the 
most food in spare moments? How 
meet increased costs and war taxes? 


IRON AGE Wheel Plow 
and Cultivator 
. Easy to push, fast, thor- 
ong low in cost. Opens 
covers furrow for 
seed and fertilizer. Cul- 
19-C tivates wide or narrow 
rows. Turns soil and cov- 
ers scratch foods in poul- 


try yards. 30 other Iron 

Age Combinations. Send 

dy and learn how to gardet 
ow to 

~~, X the ern, onay way. 

Bateman M’f’g Co., Box 678 Grenloch, 8. J. 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 
AND ORGANS ‘e,,tonessars.chrit cae 
terms. Send for free ca’ . State which—piano or organ. 

Piano & Organ Co., Desk T Chicago. 


When answering advertisements, please 
mentién The Sunday Schoel Times, 











| The Elementary Division Organized for Ser- 

| vice. By Mary Foster Bryner (Fleming H. 

| Revell Company, New York, 50 cents). 

| All About the Primary. By E. W. Sudlow 

(Hammond Publishing Company, Mil- 
| waukee, Wis., 50 cents). 

Song Stories for the Sunday School. By 
Mildred J. Hill (Clayton F. Summy Com- 
pany, Chicago, 15 cents). 

Kindergarten Stories for the Sunday School 
and Home. By L. E. Cragin (Fleming H. 
Revell Company, New York, $1.25). 

The Shepherd Psalm for Children. By Jose- 
phine L. Baldwin (Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany, New York, 35 cents). 

The Lord’s Prayer for Children. By Martha 
K. Lawson (Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, 50 cents). 





| Stories for Any Day. By Carolyn S. Bailey 
| . (Pilgrim Press, Boston. 60 cents net, post- 
age 10 cents). 


Prayers for Use in Home, School and Sun- 
day School. Selected and arranged by 
Frederica Beard (George H. Doran Com- 
pany, New York, 60 cents net). 


The Missionary Education of Juniors. By 
J. Gertrude Hutton (Missionary Education 
Movement, New York, 60 cents). 

Story of John G. Paton: Told for Young 
Folks. By Rev. James Paton, D.D. (George 
H. Doran Company, New York, $1.) 

Livingstone, the Pathfinder. By Basil Math- 
ews (Missionary Education Movement, 
New York, 60 cents). 

Little Folks of North America. By Mary H. 
Wade (W. A. Wilde, Boston, 50 cents). 
Child Life in Mission Lands. By R. E. Dif- 
fendorfer (Methodist Book Concern, New 

York, 50 cents). 





Missionary Program Material. By Anita B. 
Ferris (Missionary Education Movement, 
New York, 50 cents). 
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WILLIAM N. WYSHAM, Maryland 


HOW I WON 


OUR letter enclosing check for $1,000.00 has 

been forwarded to me from my home in 
Maryland, and in thanking you for it I will also 
tell you about my method of procedure in taking 
part in the Second Bible Picture Study. 

1 may say that I took part in the First Stud 
but failed even to get ond of the smallest priess, 
1 enjoyed working on it very much, however, an 
so was glad to have the opportunity of trying 
again. 

I took a great deal of time in searching the 
official Book of Verses, ‘‘ Pearls from the Bible,” 
for possibly appropriate verses, keeping only a very 
few pictures in my mind at a time. ter all pos- 
sibly appropriate verses were obtained, the elimi- 
nation process began, and here the keen judgment 
of my wife was of great value, for she ruled out 
some of my “ pet’’ verses at a glance, and | don’t 
think she ever made a mistake. By selection and 
elimination | thus secured the verses which 1 felt 
could not be disregarded. In some cases naturally 
the Judges failed to think as I did, notably in the 
case of Picture No, 4. 
heartily for the check. 

Sincerely yours, 


WitirAM N. WysHam. 


YOU MAY WIN 
$1,000.00 


FIRST AWARD, in the THIRD 


Bible Picture Study, now 
running, in which 


$9,000.00in CASH 


will be awarded to 1,001 people, 
in varying amounts,— 
First prize, - - $1,000.00 
Second prize, - $750.00 
etc. 


Many happy men, women and 


I wish to thank you most 











$1000.00) 





children participated in the great 
Second Study, in which Mr. Wysham 
won first award. YOU should join 
the participants in the greater 
THIRD Study now! 
SPECIAL OFFER ise ie 
Picture Study. 
You must mail your order by April 22 
All 30. pictures in the Third 
Bible Picture Study, with ‘ 
Reference Book of the 2,000 
Bible verses and the Answer / ‘y 
Book, and Christian Head \ CENTS 
for 10 weeks, special offer / For All 
Outfits can be ordered up te April 22, 1918. Partici- 
pants have until May 31, 1918, to submit answers 
SPECIAL OFFER COUPON 
THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 721 Bible House, New York 
Oe PS ee 
complain Outfit dor competing the Rewoute Tobe 
Bible Picture Study, all 30 pictures, Reference Book, 
are Sem, rules, and also the Christian Herald for 


6 6's 6.8 0) ¢ ©. 2:6 8) 4530 6.5 £4 OS 
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The Young People’s 
' Prayer-Meeting - 
By Robert E. Speer 








April 21. How and What to Read. Phil. 4: 8; 
1 Tim. 4:1 


3- 
April 28. The Power of the Cross in City 


‘Slams. Luke 14: 15-23. 
May 5s. Christian Duty and Privilege.  V. 
Conduct in the Home and School. Eph. 


6: 1-9; Mark 5: 19. (Consecration meet- 
ing. 

May 12. Christian Endeavor Fellowship. 
1 John 1: 1-7. 





Sunday, April 14 
How to Enjoy Sunday (Isa. 58: 5-14). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Enjoy Sunday by church-going 
_ (Luke 4 : 14-30). ° 
Tues.—By Bible-reading (Psa. m9: 


41-48). 
Wed.—By resting (Exod. 20: 8-11). 
Thurs.—By service (Matt, 12 :-9-21). 
Fri.—By worship (Rev. 1 : 9-20). 
Sat.—By Christian fellowship (1 John 1: 
1-10). 











What is the joy of Sabbath worship? 
What is the joy of visiting shut-ins? 
Why and how should we plan our Sundays? 


HOSE who have never learned how 

to use Sunday in the best way have 
missed one of the greatest joys of life. 
Sunday ought to be, and to many peo- 
ple it is, the happiest and most joyful 
day of the week, Saturday is the richer 
for the anticipation of Sunday, and 
Monday the richer for the recollection. 
We come to Saturday very tired in body 
and mind. The week has-been hard and 
pressing. The worries of work and the 
strain of care for six days have set the 
nerves a quivering. Then the rest of 
Saturday night comes and the Sabbath 
morning -breaks in quietness and calm. 
It is just as wheti a mother’s cool hand 
is laid on a child’s feverish head. The 
very peace of the Sabbath dawn quiets 
the soul. a 


Let the day begin without hurry and 
without indolence,—with just such or- 
dering of the time as shall allow a rest- 
ful and untroubled beginning. If the 
birds are singing listen to them, Com- 
mence the day with the Bible and with 
prayer. Tell the other members of the 
family how you love them. Talk a bit 
at the breakfast table about the blessings 
of God and his goodness. Let the day 
begin with mellow good feeling and 
kindliness. de 


There is a blessing waiting at church 
for those who go for it. And God has a 
blessing for you at home before you go 
which he wants you to take to church 
with you. Look for good from the out- 
set. Don’t criticise to yourself the open- 
ing prayer and don’t let it slip off your 
mind. Make it your own, And even if 
you have not a heavenly voice praise 
God with what voice he has given you. 
It will be none the harsher for being 
used in God’s praise. The pastor will 
preach better if you are loving him and 
praying for him while he preaches, and 
asking God for your portion through 
him. we 


What a happy walk home from church 
it may be! Many of us remember how 
we walked by our father’s side long ago 
and heard him humming to himself the 
hymns of the morning. It is a good 
time to speak with kindred or with 
friend about Jesus and the truths that 
abide, and about the love that will not 
let us go. we 


Sunday is not the day for games and 
play, but it ought to have its joys, its 
quiet walks, and its happy friendship ; 
and when there are children it ought to 
have its own special attraction, some 
desired delight always reserved for and 
generously supplied on this one day. 





It is the day when toward the even- 
ing all should- gather for the family 









Bible réadings ‘ahd prayéf. Tt is a 
good time for the children to learn and 
recite their memorized Biblé ‘passages, 
and for the youn ones tO-Reéar the old- 
Bible‘ stories told--with i ation and 
love, ie —— se 

And there wil be: { :f to be seen 
and cheered, and_ “ones to be com- 
forted and helped. ..How would all the 


blessed service of ‘friendship be done if 
there were not one day: wholly conse- 
crated to it,-a day when ‘we do not need 
to work, when we caffwith free con- 
sciences lay aside all. our ordinary toil, 
no matter what the finaricial loss of do- 
ing so, and give oursélves to love and 
good-will and the dear thought of God. 
bd 


“ Safely through another week 
od has brought us on our way; 
Let us now a blessing seek, 
Waiting in His courts to-day; 
Day of all the’ week the best, 
Emblem of eternal rest. - 


“ While we pray for pardoning grace, 
Through the dear Redeemer’s Name, 
Show Thy reconciled face; 
Take away our sin and shame; 
From our worldly cares set free, 
May we rest this day in Thee. 


“ Here we come: Thy Name to ‘praise, 
Let ‘us feel Thy presence near; -~ |; . 
May Thy glory’ mieét our eyes, -. ‘ 
While we-in Thy. house :appear; 
Here afford.us, Lord, a taste 
Of our. everlasting -feast. 
“May Thy Gospel’s- joyful sound 
Conquer sinners, comfort saints; 
May the frtiits of gfacé abound, 
Bring ‘relief~for all complaints; 
Thus may all our Sabbaths prove 
Till we join the Church above.” 
“ye”. 
The Sabbath was made for man. It 
a gift of God. o..620021[5 « 
The: best thought-of "heaven ‘is te call 
it a Sabbath reste 2: src! : sia | - 
That does not mean. idleness... It means 
work ‘that. is all peace. 
New York City. 


(Lesson for APRIL 14) MARCH 30, 1918 


If You Could 

Seethe | 

Outstretched Hands 
in a Pocket Testament League 
meeting, when the soldiers 
are receiving the Testaments, 
you wouldn't hesitate a min- 
ute to lend a hand at-home.’ 
If you could actually see the 
eagerness with ‘which the 
boys take, and agree to carry 
and read, the Testaments; 


You Would Give ° 
with Open-Handed 
Responsiveness ~ 
- whatever you could to help 
supply as many of the boys as 
__ possible with the Testaments 
- f< they so gladly accept. Glance 
i once more® at the last cover 
. page of the Easter Number 
of The Sunday School Times, 
and catch anew.the spirit of 
the Testament-reading, Te3- 
tament-carrying, soul-winning 
movement. Then let your 
' gifts come forward. promptly 
(30c for each Testament) to 


~ 


BUSINESS MEN’S WAR COUNCIL OF 
THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
J. Lewis Twaddell, Treasurer, 








— 


520 Witherspoon Blidg., Philadelphia, Pa. 





~ 








tc, Price of programs 30 cents a dozen, or $2. i 
which wili be Touished with each hundred programs. Samfle copies witl be Jurnished on request. 
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Send Five Cents for C: lete 
Pry a ed 


An Important New Day in the Charch Calendar 


Parents’ Day 


SUNDAY, MAY 12, 1918 
** Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee.”’—Exodus 20: 12. 











J e 9 
“Keeping Home Ties 
A new program for Parents’ Day. By Bagene 
C. Foster and Rosa L. Foster. A four-page 
program with a six-page supplement. 

This is an entirely new idea of a program, with 
a supplement, which is for the use of those who 
will have charge of the Parents’ Day service, the 
superintendent, the pastor, and those who will 

articipate in t ested recitations, readings, 

2'5 a hundred, postpaid, including the supplements 











Parents’ Day 
Red Ree 





Actual Size Day Service. 


prepaid. 


Celluloid Button 


Exceedingly appropriate to dis- 
tribute as a souvenir to the pupils 
and to visitors at the Parents’ 


Price, 20 cents a dozen, or $1.50 a hundred, 





Celluloid 


This Bookmark has 


ers and 
for the pupils. 
Price, 4 cents eac 





hundred, prepaid. 


White Carnation 
Bookmark 


With Silk Tassels 


prepared in response to the 
demand for a souvenir ap- 
propriate for use in connec- 
tion with the Mother’s or 
Parents’ Day service. An 
effective gift for the moth- 
other visitors, as 


h, 40 
cents a dozen, or $3.00 a 


been 





Beautiful Design of Roses in colors. No. 

eA, with Printed Invitation. No. B, with- 
out Printed Invitation. Price, 78 cents 
a hundred, postpaid. 
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